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Message from Headteacher 
Thank you to all of those parents/carers who attended our evening workshops this week. The SATs meetings have hope-
fully given you an idea of what will be expected of your children in May, this time leading up to Year Two and Year Six 
SATs is such a crucial time and it was really wonderful to see so many of you at the meetings. If you were unable to at-
tend we have sent you a copy of all of the materials discussed at the meeting. If you have not received this please see 
your class teacher who will provide you with a copy. 
The children at East Tilbury Primary School & Nursery work hard to stay healthy and it is great to see so many of them 
travel to school on scooters and bikes. I know how inclement our weather can be so it is a great achievement to see so 
many still persevering. We have secured some funding for a lockable bike shed, this should hopefully be installed during 
the half term break; until then please encourage your child to lock their scooter and bike up in the container or on the 
rack.  
We have had some very positive feedback through our online parent/carer questionnaire, thank you to everyone that took 
the time to respond. When I looked today there were one hundred responses, which after such a short time is very good. 
We will be analysing the results this week and we will email the results and outcomes to you next week.  
Unfortunately, a child was hurt when a car parked on the pavement and opened their door into her as she walked by. 
Please use the allocated parking spaces in the car park at the top of the memorial park or by the shops, I am sure we all 
agree the safety of our children is paramount and it really is unsafe to park on the pavements. I have also been notified 
today that a small pony was tied to our perimeter fence, this is not acceptable and I would again request that no animal is 
left tied to our fence at any point.  
One final note, please ensure you walk on the left side of the path in school, this will ease the traffic flow and help every-
one drop and pick their children up easily.  
 
Many thanks 
Mrs Coates 

Year 3 news 
We have had a very busy and productive start to the new term. In English, we have been identifying, analysing and creat-
ing a range of character descriptions. We have particularly enjoyed writing in the style of Ted Hughes as 
our focus text this half term is The Iron Man. Already, our classrooms are becoming full of all our work 
that we are very proud of! 
In maths, we have been solving place value problems and learning different strategies to enhance our 
mental maths skills. It is important that we know our times tables off by heart, so in 3SH we have started 
a competition to find our weekly mathematician King or Queen! 
We have enjoyed enquiring into our new Central Idea for Unit of Enquiry. We have been learning about 
different sources of energy and how we can be responsible for managing the Earth's resources. We are looking forward 
to producing our energy saving reports using the green screen equipment next week!

6RM news 
The last two weeks have been very busy in 6RM as the children have been introduced to their new Unit of Enquiry linked 
to the Titanic. The children are really excited about this and have many questions about the sinking of the famous ship. 
So far they have learnt about the ship's construction and how the treatment of classes differed so greatly in the early 20th 
century.  In English, the class have been learning how to create exciting newspaper articles, understanding how lan-
guage differs between newspapers and how the media allows us to understand the world around us, such as the recent 
case of flooding across Britain and other events around the world. In Science, the children have been looking at inher-
itance and how they gain physical features from family members. 

This week the children have been sitting mock assessments in reading and maths, preparing for their forthcoming SATs. 
They have coped really well and shown self-responsibility and high aspirations. 



Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 20th January—4BG Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Thursday 21st January—Winnie the Pooh themed lunch, PM activities for EYFS & KS1 parents/carers 
Friday 22nd January—1EG Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Wednesday 27th January—Year 6 Visit to Chatham Dockyard 
Wednesday 3rd February—6CP Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Thursday 4th February—after school maths parent workshop 
Friday 5th February—RM Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Monday 8th February—Chinese Dragon Dance 
Monday 15th—Friday 19th February—HALF TERM 
Monday 22nd—Friday 26th February—Aspirations & Enterprise week 

Celebrations and Achievements 
Star of the week awards for; Thomas V—3HM, Liam R—
3RM, Harry—3SH, Frankie P—4AS, Grace H—4BG, Mo-
ses S—4SM, Charlie—5AF, Jacob M—5JR, Jake W—
5KF, Kian Da S—6CP, Paige T—6LC and Joshua F—
6RM 
Attendance 
Many congratulations to 2DG for achieving the highest 
attendance of 99.4%.  Very closely followed by RF and 
1AA with 99.3% and 3SH with 99.2%. 
Whole school attendance 7th September 2015—14th Jan-
uary 2016, is holding steady at 95.9%. 

Primary School Admissions 2016 
If your child was born between 1

st
 September 2011 and 31

st
 

August 2012 you must apply for their reception school place 
between 2

nd
 November 2015 and 15

th
 January 2016.   

 
If you know of someone who has a child due to start in recep-
tion next September, please pass on this information or direct 
them to the newsletter on our website.  Any parent/carer who 
has not yet visited the school but would like to do so should 
contact the school office to arrange an appointment. 
 
We are happy to support parents/carers with the application 
process, please speak to the office staff if you need assistance 
with this. 

Don’t forget—Winnie the Pooh lunch 
On Thursday 21st January we will be having our themed lunch; 

there is a food allergy list of the menu avail-

able at the reception office if you would like 

to have a look.  

Look out for a special visitor and all children 

who have a school meal on this day will be 

entered into a prize draw. 

Activities for our Early Years and KS1 pupils 

with parents have been arranged for the 

afternoon—please come along and have 

fun!! 

English 
Over the past few months, we have been trying hard to 
encourage your child to read both at home and in the 
classroom. As part of the changes to our reading curricu-
lum, every Friday your child takes part in 'Drop Everything 
and Read', where they choose a book of their choice to 

enjoy. The children have been really en-
thusiastic about this reading time and we 
would like to encourage them to continue 
reading for pleasure when they get home.                            
Due to the success of our previous com-
petition, we would like to hold an 'Extreme 

Read' challenge, where we ask that your child has their 
photo taken in an unusual place, enjoying their favourite 
book. Previous entries have been photographed on equip-
ment at the park, on the top of cars and whilst doing hand-
stands! We ask that entries be sent into school by Monday 
25th January for judging.                                                
Entries can be sent as a hard copy directly into school or 
via competition.etp@stcleres.coop. Good luck and have 
fun with the challenge. 

Dodge ball 
On Friday 8th January, following our success in the Thurrock 
Dodge ball tournament, the children went on to 
play in the Essex School Games tournament. 
The standard was very high at Garons Park 
Southend, but we managed to win two, draw 
one and lose one match in our pool stage. This 
result saw us through to the top 8 teams in Es-
sex where we faced a winning team from a 
different pool. Unfortunately we lost this 
game which resulted in us going out of the competition. Well 
done Team ETPS for great team spirit and effort. 

Zuplez club 
After much speculation about what ‘Zuplez’ meant, our 
club began this week!  The children quickly worked out 
that ‘zuplez’ was an anagram of the word ‘puzzle’ and we 
had such an exciting lunchtime working out lots of differ-
ent problems.  It really got us thinking!  Here is an exam-
ple for you to try: LI standing NE. 
The whole school will be involved in our maths days on 
4th and 5th February and there will be a Parent Workshop 
straight after school on Thursday 4th February for you all 
to come along.  ‘Maths in a Suitcase’ will be hosting and it 
will be packed with interesting and interactive activities. 

End of Year and INSET days 
The last day of school this academic year is Wednesday 20th July.  As in previous years, governors have agreed that Year 6 
may finish early—this is usually between 11.30-12.00 but we cannot give an exact time. 
INSET days for 2016/2017 are as follows: Thursday 1st September 2016, Friday 2nd September 2016, Monday 28th No-
vember 2016, Monday 19th December 2016, Tuesday 3rd January 2017 and Wednesday 12th July 2017. 


