
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Idea: 
  

How the World Works – Our universe is 
big and is different from where we live. 

Visitors: 
 N/A 

Learning Experiences: 
 

 Labeling, list writing 

 Cultural celebrations – fireworks, 
Divali, Christmas 

 Investigating a crashed spaceship, 
generating their own ideas 

 Links to story books, retelling 
stories, ordering stories 

 Designing their own underpants for 
Aliens Love Underpants 

 Shopping and preparing for a picnic 

 Role play in alien environments 

 Writing their own ending to a story 

 

Home links: 
 Learning stories 

 Potential Christmas/dress up day 

 Wow moments 

Lines of Enquiry: 
 

 Investigating and describing a 
spaceship. 

 Researching about the different 
planets, looking at similarities and 
differences. 

 The moon, how we get there and 
what it is like. 

Key Concept Questions: 
 

 Form – What is space? Why is it there? 
What can we see? What is in it? 

 Perspective – What do you think might 
be out there? If we had alien visitors, 
what do you think they would say about 
how we live? What might they eat, 
drink? 

 Responsibility – Can we look after our 
world? What can we do? How can we 
look after ourselves? 

Year Group:  
Reception 

Cooperatives Values:  
 Self-responsibility, Equality 

Key Skills: 
 

 PSED – Explains own knowledge and 
understanding, and asks appropriate 
questions of others. 

 CL – Uses talk to organise, sequence and 
clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events. 

 UW – Looks closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and change. 

 L – Links sounds to letters, naming and 
sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

Equity and Action… 
 

 Christmas Market 



 

 

 

Reception Medium Term Plan –Autumn 2 2015 

Space 
 

Purple = weekly focus  Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

Week 1 

Fireworks 

Introduce 

spaceship 

What do you 

do for 

fireworks? 

SCSA: 

Confident to 

speak to 

others about 

own needs, 

wants, 

interests and 

opinions. (40-

60) 

SEAL – Getting 

on and falling 

out. 

MR: Takes 

steps to 

resolve 

Increasing 

vocabulary by 

learning and 

using 

describing 

words. 

S: Extends 

vocabulary, 

especially by 

grouping and 

naming, 

exploring the 

meaning and 

sounds of new 

words. (4060) 

U: Listens and 

responds to 

ideas 

Dance. 
MH: Experiments 

with different 

ways of moving. 

(40-60) 

MH: Negotiates 

space successfully 

when playing 

racing and chasing 

games with other 

children, 

adjusting speed or 

changing direction 

to avoid obstacles. 

(40-60) 

HSC: Shows some 

understanding 

that good 

practices with 

regard to 

exercise, eating, 

sleeping and 

Labelling 

spaceship, 

focusing on 

describing 

words. 
W: Can segment 

the sounds in 

simple words and 

blend them 

together. (40-60) 

W: Uses some 

clearly 

identifiable 

letters to 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing some 

sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

(40-60) 

Counting out 

from a larger 

group. 

Number 

recognition. 

N: Recognise 

some numerals 

of personal 

significance. 

(40-60) 

N: Recognises 

numerals 1 to 

5. (40-60) 

N: Counts up to 

three or four 

objects by 

saying one 

number name 

Firework 

safety. 

Story of Guy 

Fawkes. 

PC: Recognises 

and describes 

special times 

or events for 

family or 

friends. (30-

50) 

PC: Enjoys 

joining in with 

family customs 

and routines. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

EAD 

Firework 

pictures. 

EMM: 

Understands 

that different 

media can be 

combined to 

create new 

effects. (40-

60) 

EMM:  

Manipulates 

materials to 

achieve a 

planned effect. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

UW 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus  Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

conflicts with 

other children, 

e.g. finding a 

compromise. 

(40-60) 

CL, L, UW, 

EAD 

expressed by 

others in 

conversation or 

discussion. 

(40-60) 

PSED, L, UW, 

EAD 

hygiene can 

contribute to 

good health. (40-

60) 

W: Writes own 

name and other 

things such as 

labels, captions. 

(40-60) 
PSED, CL, UW, EAD 

for each item. 

(40-60) 

N: Counts out 

up to six 

objects from a 

larger group. 

(40-60) 

Week 2 

Divali 

But Martin! 

How other 

people 

celebrate 

Divali and why 

it is important 

to them. 

MR: Initiates 

conversations, 

attends to and 

takes account 

of what others 

say. (40-60) 

MR: Explains 

own knowledge 

and 

understanding, 

and asks 

Talking about 

others and 

what they do 

that is 

different to 

them. 

L: Maintains 

attention, 

concentrates 

and sits quietly 

during 

appropriate 

activity. (40-

60) 

S: Uses talk to 

organise, 

sequence and 

Dance. 
MH: Experiments 

with different 

ways of moving. 

(40-60) 

MH: Negotiates 

space successfully 

when playing 

racing and chasing 

games with other 

children, 

adjusting speed or 

changing direction 

to avoid obstacles. 

(40-60) 

HSC: Shows some 

understanding 

that good 

practices with 

regard to 

Story – But 

Martin! 

Make a 

welcome pack 

for a visiting 

alien, focusing 

on lists. 
R: Uses vocabulary 

and forms of speech 

that are 

increasingly 

influenced by their 

experiences of 

books. (40-60) 

R: Enjoys an 

increasing range of 

books. (40-60) 

W: Can segment the 

sounds in simple 

words and blend 

1 more and 

number 

recognition. 

N: Recognise 

some numerals 

of personal 

significance. 

(40-60) 

N: Recognises 

numerals 1 to 

5. (40-60) 

N: Says the 

number that is 

one more than 

a given number. 

(40-60) 

Divali story. 

How others 

celebrate 

Divali. 

PC: Recognises 

and describes 

special times 

or events for 

family or 

friends. (30-

50) 

PC: Shows 

interest in 

different 

occupations 

and ways of 

life. (30-50) 

Diva lamps. 

Rangoli 

patterns. 

Henna hand 

painting. 

EMM: 

Manipulates 

materials to 

achieve a 

planned effect. 

(40-60) 

EMM:  

Constructs with 

a purpose in 

mind, using a 

variety of 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus  Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

appropriate 

questions of 

others. (40-60) 

CL, L, UW, 

EAD 

clarify 

thinking, ideas, 

feelings and 

events. (40-60) 

PSED, L, UW, 

EAD 

exercise, eating, 

sleeping and 

hygiene can 

contribute to 

good health. (40-

60) 

them together. (40-

60) 

W: Uses some 

clearly identifiable 

letters to 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing some 

sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

(40-60) 

W: Writes own 

name and other 

things such as 

labels, captions. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, UW, EAD 

PC: Enjoys 

joining in with 

family customs 

and routines. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

EAD 

resources. (40-

60) 

EMM: Uses 

simple tools and 

techniques 

competently 

and 

appropriately. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

UW 

Week 3 

Aliens Love 

Underpants 

Friendship day. 

Interfaith day. 

MR: Initiates 

conversations, 

attends to and 

takes account 

of what others 

say. (40-60) 

MR: Explains 

own knowledge 

and 

Using future 

tense to 

predict the 

end of the 

story. 

S: Uses a 

range of 

tenses (e.g. 

play, playing, 
will play, 

Dance. 
MH: Experiments 

with different 

ways of moving. 

(40-60) 

MH: Negotiates 

space successfully 

when playing 

racing and chasing 

games with other 

children, 

adjusting speed or 

changing direction 

Man on the moon  
R: Suggests how the 

story might end. 

(30-50) 

R: Enjoys an 

increasing range of 

books. (40-60) 

W: Can segment the 

sounds in simple 

words and blend 

them together. (40-

60) 

W: Uses some 

clearly identifiable 

letters to 

Shapes, 

describing 

their 

properties. 

SSM: 

Beginning to 

use 

mathematical 

names for 

‘solid’ 3D 

shapes and 

Seasons. 

Clothes in 

different 

seasons – 

sorting. 

W: Developing 

an 

understanding 

of growth, 

decay and 

Design 

underpants. 

EMM: Selects 

appropriate 

resources and 

adapts work 

where 

necessary. (40-

60) 

BI: Chooses 

particular 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus  Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

understanding, 

and asks 

appropriate 

questions of 

others. (40-60) 

played). (30-

50) 

S: Uses 

language to 

imagine and 

recreate roles 

and 

experiences in 

play situations. 

(40-60) 

L, UW, EAD 

to avoid obstacles. 

(40-60) 

HSC: Shows some 

understanding 

that good 

practices with 

regard to 

exercise, eating, 

sleeping and 

hygiene can 

contribute to 

good health. (40-

60) 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing some 

sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

(40-60) 

W: Writes own 

name and other 

things such as 

labels, captions. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, UW, EAD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘flat’ 2D 

shapes, and 

mathematical 

terms to 

describe 

shapes. (40-

60) 

SSM:  Selects 

a particular 

named shape. 

(40-60) 

SSM: Uses 

familiar 

objects and 

common shapes 

to create and 

recreate 

patterns and 

build models. 

(40-60) 

changes over 

time. (30-50) 

W: Looks 

closely at 

similarities, 

differences, 

patterns and 

change. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

EAD 

colours to use 

for a purpose. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

UW 

Week 4 

Whatever 

Next! 

What we like 

to do, and what 

we would take 

Discussing 

what we would 

take on a trip 

to the moon. 

Dance. 
MH: Experiments 

with different 

ways of moving. 

(40-60) 

Story – 

Whatever 

Next! 

Positional 

language. 

SSM: Can 

describe their 

Planets -  

Compare to 

earth, 

Collage/make a 

planet. 

Paper maché 

planets. 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus  Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

on a trip to the 

moon. 

SCSA: 

Confident to 

speak to 

others about 

own needs, 

wants, 

interests and 

opinions. (40-

60) 

CL, L, UW, 

EAD 

S: Links 

statements and 

sticks to a 

main theme or 

intention. (40-

60) 

S: Uses talk to 

organise, 

sequence and 

clarify 

thinking, ideas, 

feelings and 

events. (40-60) 

PSED, L, UW, 

EAD 

MH: Negotiates 

space successfully 

when playing 

racing and chasing 

games with other 

children, 

adjusting speed or 

changing direction 

to avoid obstacles. 

(40-60) 

HSC: Shows some 

understanding 

that good 

practices with 

regard to 

exercise, eating, 

sleeping and 

hygiene can 

contribute to 

good health. (40-

60) 

Ordering the 

story. 

Large pictures  

R: Beginning to 

be aware of 

the way stories 

are structured. 

(30-50) 

R: Listens to 

stories with 

increasing 

attention and 

recall. (30-50) 

PSED, CL, UW, 

EAD 

relative 

position such 

as ‘behind’ or 

‘next to’. (40-

60) 

similarities and 

differences. 

W: Comments 

and asks 

questions 

about aspects 

of their 

familiar world 

such as the 

place where 

they live or the 

natural world. 

(30-50) 

W: Looks 

closely at 

similarities, 

differences, 

patterns and 

change. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

EAD 

EMM: 

Experiments to 

create 

different 

textures. (40-

60) 

EMM: 

Understands 

that different 

media can be 

combined to 

create new 

effects. (40-

60) 

BI: Create 

simple 

representations 

of events, 

people and 

objects. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

UW 

 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus  Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 5 

Planet Tea 

Visit the local 

shop, talking 

about how to 

be safe when 

we are out of 

school. 

MFB: Aware of 

the boundaries 

set, and of 

behavioural 

expectations in 

the setting. 

(40-60) 

CL, PD, L, UW, 

EAD 

 

Following 

instructions to 

visit shop; 

make a picnic. 

U: Responds to 

instructions 

involving a two-

part sequence. 

(40-60) 

U: 

Understands 

humour, e.g. 

nonsense 

rhymes, jokes. 

(40-60) 

PSED, PD, L, 

UW, EAD 

Dance. 
MH: Experiments 

with different 

ways of moving. 

(40-60) 

MH: Negotiates 

space successfully 

when playing 

racing and chasing 

games with other 

children, 

adjusting speed or 

changing direction 

to avoid obstacles. 

(40-60) 

HSC: Shows some 

understanding 

that good 

practices with 

regard to 

exercise, eating, 

sleeping and 

hygiene can 

Story – Alien 

Tea on Planet 

Zum-Zee. 

Focus on 

rhyming words. 

R/W: 

Continues a 

rhyming string. 

(40-60) 

W: Can 

segment the 

sounds in 

simple words 

and blend them 

together. (40-

60) 

W: Uses some 

clearly 

identifiable 

Capacity. 

SSM: Orders 

two items by 

weight or 

capacity. (40-

60) 

Healthy eating. 

Food tasting. 

Food sorting 

healthy and 

unhealthy. 

W: Looks 

closely at 

similarities, 

differences, 

patterns and 

change. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

EAD 

Create alien 

food for a 

picnic. 

EMM: 

Experiments to 

create 

different 

textures. (40-

60) 

EMM: 

Understands 

that different 

media can be 

combined to 

create new 

effects. (40-

60) 

BI: Create 

simple 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus  Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 
contribute to 

good health. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

UW, EAD 

letters to 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing 

some sounds 

correctly and 

in sequence. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, UW, 

EAD 

 

 

representations 

of events, 

people and 

objects. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

UW 

Week 6 

Christmas 

Importance of 

Christmas to 

Christians and 

ourselves. 

MR: Initiates 

conversations, 

attends to and 

takes account 

of what others 

say. (40-60) 

MR: Explains 

own knowledge 

Using past 

tense to 

describe 

previous 

Christmases. 

S: Uses a 

range of 

tenses (e.g. 

play, playing, 
will play, 
played). (30-

50) 

Dance. 
MH: Experiments 

with different 

ways of moving. 

(40-60) 

MH: Negotiates 

space successfully 

when playing 

racing and chasing 

games with other 

children, 

adjusting speed or 

changing direction 

Story – 

Nativity 

Writing about 

the story. 
U: Able to follow 

a story without 

pictures or props. 

(40-60) 

W: Can segment 

the sounds in 

simple words and 

blend them 

together. (40-60) 

1 more and 1 

less. 

N: Says the 

number that is 

one more than 

a given number. 

(40-60) 

N: Finds one 

more or one 

less from a 

group of up to 

five objects, 

Christmas. 

Ordering the 

story. 

What other 

people do? 

What do you 

do at 

Christmas? 

PC: Recognises 

and describes 

special times 

or events for 

Christmas 

cards. 

Christmas 

decorations. 

Christmas 

craft. 

EMM: Uses 

simple tools and 

techniques 

competently 

and 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus  Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

and 

understanding, 

and asks 

appropriate 

questions of 

others. (40-60) 

CL, L, UW, 

EAD 

S: Uses 

language to 

imagine and 

recreate roles 

and 

experiences in 

play situations. 

(40-60) 

PSED, L, UW, 

EAD 

to avoid obstacles. 

(40-60) 

HSC: Shows some 

understanding 

that good 

practices with 

regard to 

exercise, eating, 

sleeping and 

hygiene can 

contribute to 

good health. (40-

60) 

W: Uses some 

clearly 

identifiable 

letters to 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing some 

sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

(40-60) 

W: Writes own 

name and other 

things such as 

labels, captions. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, UW, 

EAD 

 

 

then ten 

objects. (40-

60) 

family or 

friends. (30-

50) 

PC: Shows 

interest in 

different 

occupations 

and ways of 

life. (30-50) 

PC: Enjoys 

joining in with 

family customs 

and routines. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

EAD 

appropriately. 

(40-60) 

EMM: Selects 

appropriate 

resources and 

adapts work 

where 

necessary. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

UW 

Week 7 

Christmas 

Importance of 

Christmas to 

Christians and 

ourselves. 

MR: Initiates 

conversations, 

attends to and 

Using past 

tense to 

describe 

previous 

Christmases. 

S: Uses a 

range of 

Dance. 
MH: Experiments 

with different 

ways of moving. 

(40-60) 

MH: Negotiates 

space successfully 

when playing 

racing and chasing 

Story – 

Nativity 

Writing about 

the story. 
U: Able to follow 

a story without 

pictures or props. 

(40-60) 

Recap shape. 

SSM: 

Beginning to 

use 

mathematical 

names for 

‘solid’ 3D 

Christmas. 

Ordering the 

story. 

What other 

people do? 

Christmas 

cards. 

Christmas 

decorations. 

Christmas 

craft. 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus  Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 

Personal, 

Social and 

Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive 

Arts and 

Design 

takes account 

of what others 

say. (40-60) 

MR: Explains 

own knowledge 

and 

understanding, 

and asks 

appropriate 

questions of 

others. (40-60) 

CL, L, UW, 

EAD 

tenses (e.g. 

play, playing, 
will play, 
played). (30-

50) 

S: Uses 

language to 

imagine and 

recreate roles 

and 

experiences in 

play situations. 

(40-60) 

PSED, L, UW, 

EAD 

games with other 

children, 

adjusting speed or 

changing direction 

to avoid obstacles. 

(40-60) 

HSC: Shows some 

understanding 

that good 

practices with 

regard to 

exercise, eating, 

sleeping and 

hygiene can 

contribute to 

good health. (40-

60) 

W: Can segment 

the sounds in 

simple words and 

blend them 

together. (40-60) 

W: Uses some 

clearly 

identifiable 

letters to 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing some 

sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

(40-60) 

W: Writes own 

name and other 

things such as 

labels, captions. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, UW, 

EAD 

shapes and 

‘flat’ 2D 

shapes, and 

mathematical 

terms to 

describe 

shapes. (40-

60) 

SSM:  Selects 

a particular 

named shape. 

(40-60) 

SSM: Uses 

familiar 

objects and 

common shapes 

to create and 

recreate 

patterns and 

build models. 

(40-60) 

What do you 

do at 

Christmas? 

PC: Recognises 

and describes 

special times 

or events for 

family or 

friends. (30-

50) 

PC: Shows 

interest in 

different 

occupations 

and ways of 

life. (30-50) 

PC: Enjoys 

joining in with 

family customs 

and routines. 

(40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

EAD 

EMM: Uses 

simple tools and 

techniques 

competently 

and 

appropriately. 

(40-60) 

EMM: Selects 

appropriate 

resources and 

adapts work 

where 

necessary. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, 

UW 

 


