
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Idea: 
  

How the World Works – Our universe is big 
and is different from where we live. 

Visitors: 
 

 Trip to Library 

Learning Experiences: 

  

Home links: 
 Learning stories 

 Potential Christmas/dress up day 

 Wow moments 

Lines of Enquiry: 
 

 Investigating and describing a 
spaceship. 

 Researching about the different 
planets, looking at similarities and 
differences. 

 The moon, how we get there and 
what it is like. 

Key Concept Questions: 
 

 Form – What is space? Why is it there? 
What can we see? What is in it? 

 Perspective – What do you think might 
be out there? If we had alien visitors, 
what do you think they would say about 
how we live? What might they eat, 
drink? 

 Responsibility – Can we look after our 
world? What can we do? How can we 
look after ourselves? 

Year Group:  
Reception 

Cooperatives Values:  
 Self-responsibility, Equality 

Key Skills: 
 

 PSED – Explains own knowledge and 
understanding, and asks appropriate 
questions of others. 

 CL – Uses talk to organise, sequence and 
clarify thinking, ideas,feelings and 
events. 

 UW – Looks closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and change. 

 L – Links sounds to letters, naming and 
sounding the letters ofthe alphabet. 

Equity and Action… 
 

Make a display for the Library 



 

 

 

Reception Medium Term Plan – Spring 1 2017 

Traditional Tales 
 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

Week 1 

 

The Gingerbread 

Man 

SEAL – Going for 

Goals. 

SCSA: Confident 

to speak to others 

about own needs, 

wants, interests 

and opinions. (40-

60) 

SCSA: Can 

describe self in 

positive terms and 

talk about 

abilities. (40-60) 

CL, L, UW, EAD 

Verbally 

composing 

instructions. 

S: Extends 

vocabulary, 

especially by 

grouping and 

naming, exploring 

the meaning and 

sounds of new 

words. (40-60) 

S: Uses talk to 

organise, sequence 

and clarify 

thinking, ideas, 

feelings and 

events. (40-60) 

PSED, L, UW, EAD 

Ball skills – 

training from 

football team. 

MH: Travels with 

confidence and 

skill around, 

under, over and 

through balancing 

and climbing 

equipment. (40-

60) 

MH: Shows 

increasing control 

over an object in 

pushing, patting, 

throwing, catching 

or kicking it. (40-

60) 

HSC: Shows 

understanding of 

how to transport 

and store 

equipment safely. 

Make gingerbread 

and verbally 

compose the 

instructions. 

R: Uses 

vocabulary and 

forms of speech 

that are 

increasingly 

influenced by 

their experiences 

of books. (40-60) 

R: Enjoys an 

increasing range 

of books. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, UW, 

EAD 

Shape of buttons 

etc. Introduce 3D 

shapes. 

SSM: Beginning to 

use mathematical 

names for ‘solid’ 

3D shapes and 

‘flat’ 2D shapes, 

and mathematical 

terms to describe 

shapes. (40-60) 

SSM: Selects a 

particular named 

shape. (40-60) 

SSM: Uses 

familiar objects 

and common 

shapes to create 

and recreate 

patterns and build 

models. (40-60) 

 

Cooking and how 

ingredients 

change. 

W: Looks closely 

at similarities, 

differences, 

patterns and 

change. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, EAD 

Cooking and 

designing 

gingerbread men. 

EMM: 

Understands that 

different media 

can be combined 

to create new 

effects. (40-60) 

EMM: Manipulates 

materials to 

achieve a planned 

effect. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, UW 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

(40-60) 

 

 

 

Week 2 

Three Billy 

Goats Gruff 

Conflict 

resolution. 

MR: Takes steps 

to resolve 

conflicts with 

other children, 

e.g. finding a 

compromise. (40-

60) 

CL, L, UW, EAD 

Develop language 

of negotiation. 

S: Extends 

vocabulary, 

especially by 

grouping and 

naming, exploring 

the meaning and 

sounds of new 

words. (40-60) 

PSED, L, UW, EAD 

Ball skills – 

training from 

football team. 

MH: Travels with 

confidence and 

skill around, 

under, over and 

through balancing 

and climbing 

equipment. (40-

60) 

MH: Shows 

increasing control 

over an object in 

pushing, patting, 

throwing, catching 

or kicking it. (40-

60) 

HSC: Shows 

understanding of 

how to transport 

and store 

equipment safely. 

(40-60) 

Wanted posters. 

W: Uses some 

clearly 

identifiable 

letters to 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing some 

sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

(40-60) 

W: Writes own 

name and other 

things such as 

labels, captions. 

(40-60) 

R: Uses 

vocabulary and 

forms of speech 

that are 

increasingly 

influenced by 

their experiences 

of books. (40-60) 

R: Enjoys an 

increasing range 

1 more and 1 less. 

N: Uses the 

language of ‘more’ 

and ‘fewer’ to 

compare two sets 

of objects. (40-

60) 

N: Says the 

number that is 

one more than a 

given number. (40-

60) 

N: Finds one more 

or one less from a 

group of up to five 

objects, then ten 

objects. (40-60) 

Materials for 

building a bridge. 

W: Looks closely 

at similarities, 

differences, 

patterns and 

change. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, EAD 

Building bridges 

from junk 

modelling. 

EMM: Constructs 

with a purpose in 

mind, using a 

variety of 

resources. (40-

60) 

EMM: Uses simple 

tools and 

techniques 

competently and 

appropriately. 

(40-60) 

BI: Create simple 

representations 

of events, people 

and objects. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, UW 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

of books. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, UW, 

EAD 

 

 

 

Week 3 

 

Jack and the 

Beanstalk 

Sharing rather 

than taking. 

MFB: Understands 

that own actions 

affect other 

people, for 

example, becomes 

upset or tries to 

comfort another 

child when they 

realise they have 

upset them. (40-

60) 

MFB: Aware of 

the boundaries 

set, and of 

behavioural 

expectations in 

the setting. (40-

60) 

MFB: Beginning to 

be able to 

negotiate and 

solve problems 

Hot seating – 

asking Jack and 

other characters 

what they would 

want from the 

castle, what they 

would trade the 

beans for. 

S: Links 

statements and 

sticks to a main 

theme or 

intention. (40-60) 

S: Uses talk to 

organise, sequence 

and clarify 

thinking, ideas, 

feelings and 

events. (40-60) 

PSED, L, UW, EAD 

Ball skills – 

training from 

football team. 

MH: Travels with 

confidence and 

skill around, 

under, over and 

through balancing 

and climbing 

equipment. (40-

60) 

MH: Shows 

increasing control 

over an object in 

pushing, patting, 

throwing, catching 

or kicking it. (40-

60) 

HSC: Shows 

understanding of 

how to transport 

and store 

equipment safely. 

(40-60) 

Act out story and 

add speech 

bubbles; what 

would you trade 

your magic beans 

for? 

W: Uses some 

clearly 

identifiable 

letters to 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing some 

sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

(40-60) 

W: Writes own 

name and other 

things such as 

labels, captions. 

(40-60) 

R: Uses 

vocabulary and 

forms of speech 

Length – 

comparing sizes 

against a giant 

foot. 

SSM: Orders two 

or three items by 

length or height. 

(40-60) 

Environment and 

change. 

W: Looks closely 

at similarities, 

differences, 

patterns and 

change. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, EAD 

Painting leaves. 

Modelling golden 

eggs. 

EMM: Selects 

appropriate 

resources and 

adapts work 

where necessary. 

(40-60) 

EMM:  Selects 

tools and 

techniques needed 

to shape, 

assemble and join 

materials they are 

using. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, UW 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

without 

aggression, e.g. 

when someone has 

taken their toy. 

(40-60) 

CL, L, UW, EAD 

that are 

increasingly 

influenced by 

their experiences 

of books. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, UW, 

EAD 

 

Week 4 

Three Little Pigs 

Helping others in 

adversity. 

MFB: Understands 

that own actions 

affect other 

people, for 

example, becomes 

upset or tries to 

comfort another 

child when they 

realise they have 

upset them. (40-

60) 

CL, L, UW, EAD 

Developing 

vocabulary to 

describe 

characters. 

S: Extends 

vocabulary, 

especially by 

grouping and 

naming, exploring 

the meaning and 

sounds of new 

words. (40-60) 

S: Uses language 

to imagine and 

recreate roles and 

experiences in 

play situations. 

(40-60) 

PSED, L, UW, EAD 

Ball skills – 

training from 

football team. 

MH: Travels with 

confidence and 

skill around, 

under, over and 

through balancing 

and climbing 

equipment. (40-

60) 

MH: Shows 

increasing control 

over an object in 

pushing, patting, 

throwing, catching 

or kicking it. (40-

60) 

HSC: Shows 

understanding of 

how to transport 

and store 

Writing character 

descriptions. (HA 

to write 

because…) 

W: Uses some 

clearly 

identifiable 

letters to 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing some 

sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

(40-60) 

W: Writes own 

name and other 

things such as 

labels, captions. 

(40-60) 

R: Uses 

vocabulary and 

forms of speech 

Putting two groups 

together. 

N: Finds the total 

number of items 

in two groups by 

counting all of 

them. (40-60) 

Floating and 

sinking in a pot. 

W: Looks closely 

at similarities, 

differences, 

patterns and 

change. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, EAD 

Using materials to 

build houses. 

EMM: Constructs 

with a purpose in 

mind, using a 

variety of 

resources. (40-

60) 

EMM: Uses simple 

tools and 

techniques 

competently and 

appropriately. 

(40-60) 

BI: Create simple 

representations 

of events, people 

and objects. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, UW 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

equipment safely. 

(40-60) 

that are 

increasingly 

influenced by 

their experiences 

of books. (40-60) 

R: Enjoys an 

increasing range 

of books. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, UW, 

EAD 

Week 5 

Pied Piper 

Emotions of anger 

and greed. 

SCSA: Confident 

to speak to others 

about own needs, 

wants, interests 

and opinions. (40-

60) 

SCSA: Can 

describe self in 

positive terms and 

talk about 

abilities. (40-60) 

CL, L, UW, EAD 

Listening to music; 

listening and doing 

at the same time. 

LA: Maintains 

attention, 

concentrates and 

sits quietly during 

appropriate 

activity. (40-60) 

LA: Two-

channelled 

attention – can 

listen and do for 

short span. (40-

60) 

PSED, L, UW, EAD 

Ball skills – 

training from 

football team. 

MH: Travels with 

confidence and 

skill around, 

under, over and 

through balancing 

and climbing 

equipment. (40-

60) 

MH: Shows 

increasing control 

over an object in 

pushing, patting, 

throwing, catching 

or kicking it. (40-

60) 

HSC: Shows 

understanding of 

Write a letter 

asking for the 

children back/ 

letter from 

children. 

W: Uses some 

clearly 

identifiable 

letters to 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing some 

sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

(40-60) 

W: Writes own 

name and other 

things such as 

labels, captions. 

(40-60) 

Money language 

and coins. 

SSM: Beginning to 

use everyday 

language related 

to money. (40-60) 

Changes in music. 

W: Looks closely 

at similarities, 

differences, 

patterns and 

change. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, EAD 

Music. 

EMM: Begins to 

build a repertoire 

of songs and 

dances. (40-60) 

EMM: Explores 

the different 

sounds of 

instruments. (40-

60) 

BI: Initiates new 

combinations of 

movement and 

gesture in order 

to express and 

respond to 

feelings, ideas and 

experiences. (40-

60) 

PSED, CL, L, UW 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

how to transport 

and store 

equipment safely. 

(40-60) 

R: Uses 

vocabulary and 

forms of speech 

that are 

increasingly 

influenced by 

their experiences 

of books. (40-60) 

R: Enjoys an 

increasing range 

of books. (40-60) 
PSED, CL, UW, EAD 

Week 6 

The Enormous 

Turnip 

Helping each 

other, working 

together. 

MR: Initiates 

conversations, 

attends to and 

takes account of 

what others say. 

(40-60) 

MR: Explains own 

knowledge and 

understanding, 

and asks 

appropriate 

questions of 

others. (40-60) 

CL, L, UW, EAD 

Developing 

understanding of 

two step 

instructions and 

following them. 

U: Responds to 

instructions 

involving a two-

part sequence. 

Understands 

humour, e.g. 

nonsense rhymes, 

jokes. (40-60) 

PSED, L, UW, EAD 

Ball skills – 

training from 

football team. 

MH: Travels with 

confidence and 

skill around, 

under, over and 

through balancing 

and climbing 

equipment. (40-

60) 

MH: Shows 

increasing control 

over an object in 

pushing, patting, 

throwing, catching 

or kicking it. (40-

60) 

Writing 

instructions for 

planting a turnip. 

W: Uses some 

clearly 

identifiable 

letters to 

communicate 

meaning, 

representing some 

sounds correctly 

and in sequence. 

(40-60) 

W: Writes own 

name and other 

things such as 

labels, captions. 

(40-60) 

Add and subtract. 

N: In practical 

activities and 

discussion, 

beginning to use 

the vocabulary 

involved in adding 

and subtracting. 

(40-60) 

N: Records, using 

marks that they 

can interpret and 

explain. (40-60) 

N: Begins to 

identify own 

mathematical 

problems based on 

own interests and 

Growing and what 

plants need to 

grow. 

W: Looks closely 

at similarities, 

differences, 

patterns and 

change. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, EAD 

Planting seeds. 

Seed collages. 

Vegetable 

painting. 

EMM: Explores 

what happens 

when they mix 

colours. (40-60) 

EMM: 

Experiments to 

create different 

textures. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, L, UW 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

HSC: Shows 

understanding of 

how to transport 

and store 

equipment safely. 

(40-60) 

R: Uses 

vocabulary and 

forms of speech 

that are 

increasingly 

influenced by 

their experiences 

of books. (40-60) 

R: Enjoys an 

increasing range 

of books. (40-60) 

PSED, CL, UW, 

EAD 

fascinations. (40-

60) 

 


