
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Idea:  

Influential people can shape a 

community. 

 

 

Visits: 
Train station –  local and others. East Tilbury Library, 

Invite Bata family members into school. Local community 

walks. Thurrock Museum Grays – TBC 

WWI Project - Duxford 

 

 

Learning Experiences 

What do we already know about Thomas Bata? Debate; what 

was his most significant legacy?  

Zlin in Czechoslovakia – compare and contrast with East 

Tilbury…houses and other Bata factories. 

History detectives, looking at present buildings and comparing 

to past pictures (e.g. original parquet flooring in the post 

office was the ballroom…Britainfromabove.org.uk). 

Looking for specific people, households, occupations and 

deducing information about their way of life (census 

information, ancestry.co.uk, English Heritage website) – how 

was this connected to Thomas Bata? 

 Compare and contrast East Tilbury and other train stations 

(London).  

Time line of East Tilbury’s local community and local people, 

including Mrs Dawson’s family) – How, why and when have 

things changed? 

Extrapolate what we’ve learnt about the development of East 

Tilbury - can you describe East Tilbury in 20 years time? 

Could ‘Bata’ happen to East Tilbury again? 

Identify sites in East Tilbury that particularly tell us about 

people from the past. e.g memorials: What do memorials 

represent? Why are there names on some memorials? Who 

were these people? 

Richard Ziegler, Yates Wilson, Victor Weiz, Tom Gentlemen, 

G. Cullen (National archives the art of war) 

recycling, environment 

Build a train, chassis, axis, wheels etc. 

 

 
Home links: 

Older generations and family members invited in to 

share memories of growing up in East Tilbury – 

workshop style. 

Lines of Enquiry: 

Thomas Bata as an influential figure in East 
Tilbury. 

Influential people leave a legacy – Bata in East 
Tilbury today. 
Different perspectives on the Bata Legacy – 
using different sources of evidence. 

Why the railway was developed in East Tilbury. 
How important has the railway been? 
How a community changes through 
generations. 

Regeneration –  is it a vital part of a 
community’s  survival? 
Is a community the responsibility of one 

person? 
Ways of defining a community. 
Measures of change within a community. 

 
 

Key Concept Questions: 

Connection: What has been the effect of the railway for the community? 

How do the people of the community support each other and its up 

keep? What other parts of the world has East Tilbury been connected to? 

How? Why? How are we connected to the way things used to be here? 

What was East Tilbury like in the past?  

Responsibility: Who is responsible for the overall care of our community? 

What has this looked like in the past? Who is responsible for the way 

things have changed? Could they have done anything differently? How 

were they responsible? Have individuals had a responsibility for their 

community? How?  

Reflection: What have we learnt from the past that can shape the future? 

What is Thomas Bata’s legacy in East Tilbury? How do we know? What 

type of evidence is available? 

 

 

 

Year Group: 2 

 

Cooperatives Values:  

Self- help, Social responsibility 

Key Skills: 

 Use observations and ideas to suggest answers to 

questions.  

 Describe the work of notable artists, artisans and 

designers.  

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 

the geography of the school and the key human and 

physical features of its surrounding environment.  

 Label timelines with words or phrases such as: Past, 

present, older and newer.  

 Recount changes that have occurred during their 

l ifetimes.  

 Show an understanding that one’s own behaviour 

affects other people.  

 Listen to other people’s point of view. 

 
Equity and Action 

Creating a lasting mural or banner at East Tilbury train station to beautify the 

area and show East Tilbury community through the children’s eyes.  

 



 

 

Vehicle: The Railway, Bata (NC14 History – Lives of significant local people) 

Book: Window, Jeannie Baker 

 

 

Useful websites and other resources: 

Mike Tabbard Local historian - BATA 

Mrs Dawson and family born and bred in East Tilbury 

Johnathon Catton, Thurrock Museum Grays 

Councillor Purkiss 

East Tilbury Library 

Purfleet, Royal Opera House 

English Heritage website 

Ancestry.co.uk 

Britainfromabove.org.uk 


