
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Idea:  
 

Animals 

Visitors: 
 

 Parents to come into school 

Learning Experiences: 
 

 Looking at different animals. 

 Researching information 
about different animals. 

 Linking with year two to share 
information about animals 
they have learnt about.   

 Creating clay animals. 

 Making animals puppets 
(linked to ROH) 

Home links: 
 Learning stories 

 Wow moments 

Lines of Enquiry: 
 

 Where do animals live? 

 How are animals adapted for their 
environments? 

 How can we look after different 
animals? 

Key Concept Questions: 
 

 How are animals different and the same 
to us? 

 How can we look after animals? 

 Why is it important to look after 
animals? 

 How can we look after each other? 

 How can we find out more information 
about animals? 

Year Group:  
Reception 

Cooperatives Values:  
 Equality 

Key Skills: 
 

 Researching animals 

 Exploring 

 Creating 
 



 

 

 

Reception Medium Term Plan –Summer 2017 

Animals 
 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

Week 1 

Monkey Puzzle 

SEAL – 

Relationships. 

Write about who 

they have 

relationships with. 

MR: They show 

sensitivity to 

others’ needs and 

feelings, and form 

positive 

relationships with 

adults and other 

children. (ELG) 

Name and 

describe the 

animals they know; 

ask and answer 

questions about 

animals. 

U: Children follow 

instructions 

involving several 

ideas or actions. 

They answer ‘how’ 

and ‘why’ 

questions about 

their experiences 

and in response to 

stories or events. 

(ELG) 

Gymnastics – KR 

MH: Children show 

good control and 

co-ordination in 

large and small 

movements. They 

move confidently 

in a range of ways, 

safely negotiating 

space. They 

handle equipment 

and tools 

effectively, 

including pencils 

for writing. (ELG) 

Matching 

descriptions of 

different animals. 

Children to create 

an animal 

description game.   

W: They write 

simple sentences 

which can be read 

by themselves and 

others. Some 

words are spelt 

correctly and 

others are 

phonetically 

plausible. (ELG) 

R: Children read 

and understand 

simple sentences. 

They demonstrate 

understanding 

when talking with 

others about what 

Halving and 

sharing 

N: They solve 

problems, 

including doubling, 

halving and 

sharing. (ELG) 

Magnets  

Looking at a range 

of different 

objects which are 

magnetic and non-

magnetic 

W: Children know 

about similarities 

and differences in 

relation to places, 

objects, materials 

and living things. 

They talk about 

the features of 

their own 

immediate 

environment and 

how environments 

might vary from 

one another. They 

make observations 

of animals and 

plants and explain 

Collage habitats. 

EMM: Children 

sing songs, make 

music and dance, 

and experiment 

with ways of 

changing them. 

They safely use 

and explore a 

variety of 

materials, tools 

and techniques, 

experimenting 

with colour, 

design, texture, 

form and function. 

(ELG) 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

they have read. 

(ELG) 

why some things 

occur, and talk 

about changes. 

(ELG) 

Week 2 

Barry Fish 

Fingers 

Sharing – think 

about why it is 

good to share. 

MFB: Children talk 

about how they 

and others show 

feelings, talk 

about their own 

and others’ 

behaviour, and its 

consequences, and 

know that some 

behaviour is 

unacceptable. 

They work as part 

of a group or 

class, and 

understand and 

follow the rules. 

(ELG) 

Listen and recall 

the story of 

Rainbow Fish, and 

talking about the 

different animals 

in it. 

LA: Children listen 

attentively in a 

range of 

situations. They 

listen to stories, 

accurately 

anticipating key 

events and 

respond to what 

they hear with 

relevant 

comments, 

questions or 

actions. They give 

their attention to 

what others say 

and respond 

appropriately, 

while engaged in 

another activity. 

Gymnastics – KR 

MH: Children show 

good control and 

co-ordination in 

large and small 

movements. They 

move confidently 

in a range of ways, 

safely negotiating 

space. They 

handle equipment 

and tools 

effectively, 

including pencils 

for writing. (ELG) 

 

Comparing 

different sea 

creatures. 

W: Children use 

their phonic 

knowledge to 

write words in 

ways which match 

their spoken 

sounds. They also 

write some 

irregular common 

words. (ELG) 

R: Children read 

and understand 

simple sentences. 

They use phonic 

knowledge to 

decode regular 

words and read 

them aloud 

accurately. (ELG) 

3D shape 

 

SSM: They 

explore 

characteristics of 

everyday objects 

and shapes and 

use mathematical 

language to 

describe them. 

(ELG) 

Different 

environments 

 

Looking at how we 

adapt to different 

environments. 

 

How are fish 

adapted to their 

environment,  . 

 

 

T: Children 

recognise that a 

range of 

technology is used 

in places such as 

homes and 

schools. They 

select and use 

technology for 

particular 

purposes. (ELG) 

Make Rainbow 

Fish – big one with 

scales for outside, 

stained glass 

window fish. 

EMM: Children 

sing songs, make 

music and dance, 

and experiment 

with ways of 

changing them. 

They safely use 

and explore a 

variety of 

materials, tools 

and techniques, 

experimenting 

with colour, 

design, texture, 

form and function. 

(ELG) 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

(ELG) 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 3 

Wide awake 

hedgehog 

Activities we can 

do and when we 

need help. 

SCSA: Children 

are confident to 

try new activities, 

and say why they 

like some 

activities more 

than others. They 

are confident to 

speak in a familiar 

group, will talk 

about their ideas, 

and will choose 

the resources 

they need for 

their chosen 

activities. They 

say when they do 

or don’t need help. 

(ELG) 

Discussing their 

routines at home. 

S: Children 

express 

themselves 

effectively, 

showing awareness 

of listeners’ 

needs. They use 

past, present and 

future forms 

accurately when 

talking about 

events that have 

happened or are 

to happen in the 

future. They 

develop their own 

narratives and 

explanations by 

connecting ideas 

or events. (ELG) 

 

 

Gymnastics – KR 

MH: Children show 

good control and 

co-ordination in 

large and small 

movements. They 

move confidently 

in a range of ways, 

safely negotiating 

space. They 

handle equipment 

and tools 

effectively, 

including pencils 

for writing. (ELG) 

Instruction writing.   

 

Writing instructions 

about getting ready 

for bed.    

 

Use time 

connectives to make 

our instructions 

bossy.   W: Children 

use their phonic 

knowledge to write 

words in ways which 

match their spoken 

sounds. They also write 

some irregular common 

words. They write 

simple sentences which 

can be read by 

themselves and others. 

Some words are spelt 

correctly and others 

are phonetically 

plausible. (ELG) 

R: Children read and 

understand simple 

sentences. They use 

phonic knowledge to 

decode regular words 

Patterns, problem 

solving. 

SSM: Children use 

everyday language 

to talk about size, 

weight, capacity, 

position, distance, 

time and money to 

compare 

quantities and 

objects and to 

solve problems. 

They recognise, 

create and 

describe patterns. 

(ELG) 

How hedgehogs 

are different 

from other 

animals. 

 

How hedgehogs 

are similar to 

other animals.  

 

W: Children know 

about similarities 

and differences in 

relation to places, 

objects, materials 

and living things. 

They make 

observations of 

animals and plants 

and explain why 

some things occur, 

and talk about 

changes. (ELG) 

Creating clay 

hedgehogs. 

 

BI: Children use 

what they have 

learnt about 

media and 

materials in 

original ways, 

thinking about 

uses and purposes. 

They represent 

their own ideas, 

thoughts and 

feelings through 

design and 

technology, art, 

music, dance, role 

play and stories. 

(ELG) 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

and read them aloud 

accurately. They also 

read some common 

irregular words. They 

demonstrate 

understanding when 

talking with others 

about what they have 

read. (ELG) 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 4 

Owl babies 

 

Making the right 

choices 

MFB: Children talk 

about how they 

and others show 

feelings, talk 

about their own 

and others’ 

behaviour, and its 

consequences, and 

know that some 

behaviour is 

unacceptable. 

(ELG) 

Discussing their 

story details. 

S: Children 

express 

themselves 

effectively, 

showing awareness 

of listeners’ 

needs. They use 

past, present and 

future forms 

accurately when 

talking about 

events that have 

happened or are 

to happen in the 

future. They 

develop their own 

Gymnastics – KR 

MH: Children show 

good control and 

co-ordination in 

large and small 

movements. They 

move confidently 

in a range of ways, 

safely negotiating 

space. They 

handle equipment 

and tools 

effectively, 

including pencils 

for writing. (ELG) 

Structure of a 

story.   

 

Identifying the 

beginning, middle 

and end of a story. 
W: Children use their 

phonic knowledge to 

write words in ways 

which match their 

spoken sounds. They 

also write some 

irregular common 

words. They write 

simple sentences which 

can be read by 

themselves and others. 

Some words are spelt 

correctly and others 

are phonetically 

plausible. (ELG) 

R: Children read and 

Counting on and 

back. 

N: Children count 

reliably with 

numbers from one 

to 20, place them 

in order and say 

which number is 

one more or one 

less than a given 

number. Using 

quantities and 

objects, they add 

and subtract two 

single-digit 

numbers and 

count on or back 

to find the 

Life-cycles 

 

W: Children know 

about similarities 

and differences in 

relation to places, 

objects, materials 

and living things. 

They talk about 

the features of 

their own 

immediate 

environment and 

how environments 

might vary from 

one another. They 

make observations 

of animals and 

Creating 

different animals 

–beginning to look 

at texture.   

 

BI: Children use 

what they have 

learnt about 

media and 

materials in 

original ways, 

thinking about 

uses and purposes. 

They represent 

their own ideas, 

thoughts and 

feelings through 

design and 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

narratives and 

explanations by 

connecting ideas 

or events. (ELG) 

understand simple 

sentences. They use 

phonic knowledge to 

decode regular words 

and read them aloud 

accurately. They also 

read some common 

irregular words. They 

demonstrate 

understanding when 

talking with others 

about what they have 

read. (ELG) 

answer. (ELG) plants and explain 

why some things 

occur, and talk 

about changes. 

(ELG) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

technology, art, 

music, dance, role 

play and stories. 

(ELG) 

Week 5 

 

We’re going on a 

bear hunt.    

 

Team work. 

MFB: They work 

as part of a group 

or class, and 

understand and 

follow the rules. 

They adjust their 

behaviour to 

different 

situations, and 

take changes of 

routine in their 

stride. (ELG) 

Discussing 

features of 

animals  and 

comparing them. 

S: Children 

express 

themselves 

effectively, 

showing awareness 

of listeners’ 

needs. They use 

past, present and 

future forms 

accurately when 

talking about 

events that have 

happened or are 

to happen in the 

Gymnastics – KR 

MH: Children show 

good control and 

co-ordination in 

large and small 

movements. They 

move confidently 

in a range of ways, 

safely negotiating 

space. They 

handle equipment 

and tools 

effectively, 

including pencils 

for writing. (ELG) 

Continue the 

story.   

 

What could 

happen next after 

the story 

finishes? 

 

What might the 

bear do next?  

What might 

happen to the 

bear? 

 

Creating a story 

plan.   W: Children 

use their phonic 

knowledge to write 

Counting on and 

back. 

N: Children count 

reliably with 

numbers from one 

to 20, place them 

in order and say 

which number is 

one more or one 

less than a given 

number. Using 

quantities and 

objects, they add 

and subtract two 

single-digit 

numbers and 

count on or back 

to find the 

Comparing 

different 

textures. 

 

W: Children know 

about similarities 

and differences in 

relation to places, 

objects, materials 

and living things. 

They make 

observations of 

animals and plants 

and explain why 

some things occur, 

and talk about 

changes. (ELG) 

Using texture in 

their art work. 

 

EMM: Children 

sing songs, make 

music and dance, 

and experiment 

with ways of 

changing them. 

They safely use 

and explore a 

variety of 

materials, tools 

and techniques, 

experimenting 

with colour, 

design, texture, 

form and function. 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

future. They 

develop their own 

narratives and 

explanations by 

connecting ideas 

or events. (ELG) 

words in ways which 

match their spoken 

sounds. They also write 

some irregular common 

words. They write 

simple sentences which 

can be read by 

themselves and others. 

Some words are spelt 

correctly and others 

are phonetically 

plausible. (ELG) 

R: Children read and 

understand simple 

sentences. They use 

phonic knowledge to 

decode regular words 

and read them aloud 

accurately. They also 

read some common 

irregular words. They 

demonstrate 

understanding when 

talking with others 

about what they have 

read. (ELG) 

 

 

 

 

 

answer. (ELG) (ELG) 

Week 6 

 

Spinderella 

 

When can we help 

others? 

MR: Children play 

co-operatively, 

taking turns with 

Listen to others 

talk about helping 

each others, 

comparing 

themselves, and 

Gymnastics – KR 

MH: Children show 

good control and 

co-ordination in 

large and small 

Beginning to write 

a story using the 

story structure of 

a beginning and 

middle and a end.   

Problem solving 

N: They solve 

problems, 

including doubling, 

halving and 

Mini-beasts 

 

Creating mini-

beast homes 

PC: Children talk 

Observational 

drawings.   

 

EMM: Children 

sing songs, make 



 

 

Purple = weekly focus Red = links Green = EYO Statements 

Week/Area 
Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Communication 

and Language 
Physical Literacy Maths 

Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

others. They take 

account of one 

another’s ideas 

about how to 

organise their 

activity. They 

show sensitivity 

to others’ needs 

and feelings, and 

form positive 

relationships with 

adults and other 

children. (ELG) 

then respond 

appropriately. 

LA: Children listen 

attentively in a 

range of 

situations. They 

listen to stories, 

accurately 

anticipating key 

events and 

respond to what 

they hear with 

relevant 

comments, 

questions or 

actions. They give 

their attention to 

what others say 

and respond 

appropriately, 

while engaged in 

another activity. 

(ELG) 

 

 

 

 

movements. They 

move confidently 

in a range of ways, 

safely negotiating 

space. They 

handle equipment 

and tools 

effectively, 

including pencils 

for writing. (ELG) 

 

Writing a story 

about their 

passion.    

 
W: Children use their 

phonic knowledge to 

write words in ways 

which match their 

spoken sounds. They 

also write some 

irregular common 

words. They write 

simple sentences which 

can be read by 

themselves and others. 

Some words are spelt 

correctly and others 

are phonetically 

plausible. (ELG) 

R: Children read and 

understand simple 

sentences. They use 

phonic knowledge to 

decode regular words 

and read them aloud 

accurately. They also 

read some common 

irregular words. They 

demonstrate 

understanding when 

talking with others 

about what they have 

read. (ELG) 

sharing. (ELG) about past and 

present events in 

their own lives and 

in the lives of 

family members. 

They know that 

other children 

don’t always enjoy 

the same things, 

and are sensitive 

to this. They know 

about similarities 

and differences 

between 

themselves and 

others, and among 

families, 

communities and 

traditions. (ELG) 

music and dance, 

and experiment 

with ways of 

changing them. 

They safely use 

and explore a 

variety of 

materials, tools 

and techniques, 

experimenting 

with colour, 

design, texture, 

form and function. 

(ELG) 

 


