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Week 22 6th March 2020 

Message from Headteacher 
 A busy week has closed with World Book Day. The children (and yourselves!) have gone 
to great lengths to ensure that they look fabulous. It has been a fun day, with many of the 
staff taking part and a with a big focus on reading. The Ofsted team were impressed with 
reading in the school and a day like this helps to reinforce how enjoyable reading books 
can be, especially in this technological age. 
 
The Parent View questionnaire that was produced as a result of the Ofsted Inspection, 
although mostly very positive, highlighted that of the 19 parents that responded to the 
question around SEND support, 13 of them disagreed that the school provides the sup-
port needed. If you do not feel that the school is supporting your child's SEND needs, 
then please contact the SENCo, Mrs Mylam, to address this.  
 
If you have an issue with the school and would like to make a complaint, please address 
this through the appropriate channels, in line with the Trust's Complaints Policy (see the 
school website). Expressing your concerns on Facebook is an unproductive method of 
raising a concern as it may not  be seen and is therefore unlikely to be dealt with.  
 
COVID-19 is big news and we absorb the barrage of media from all around us.  This can 
be incredibly stressful and worrying. As adults, we often forget that children listen to our 
conversations and form their own ideas, concerns, and worries about topics we don’t 
think they know anything about. 
  
The World Health Authority has produced some useful tips on not getting stressed about 
the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 The attached PDF is specifically geared to help adults reduce child stress around the in-
fection and gives sensible guidelines about where to look for information, as well as guid-
ance about what can be done to reduce stress during this challenging time. 
  
On Monday, the Department for Education launched a new helpline to answer questions 
about COVID-19 related to education. Staff, parents and young people can contact the 
helpline as follows: 
Phone: 0800 046 8687 
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 
  
You can find the latest information updates on COVID-19 at 
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
Thank you for your continuing support. 
 

    
Head of School 
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News from Year 5 
 
This week in English we have been studying play scripts and have written our own 
play based on our World Book Day character; Nicky from Dork Diaries, Batman, 
Percy Jackson and the Cheshire cat to name but a few. We have also been re-
searching William Shakespeare’s life and works. Finding out how many modern 
sayings he invented over 400 years ago for example, “Fight fire with fire!”, “It’s rain-

ing cats and dogs” and a 5MR favourite “If music be the food of love, play on!”  

In maths, we have been subtracting fractions using various methods, solved word-

ed fraction problems and reinforcing the techniques used to simplify fractions.  

Our foundation topic is the life of Shakespeare and specifically his successes in life 

and the reasoning behind his relocation to London as a young man. Also in sci-
ence, we have discussed reversible reactions (melting and freezing) and irreversi-
ble reactions (rusting and burning).  

Lastly, rehearsals are going well for Shakespeare Rocks coming on the 25th and 
26th March. The singing is improving with every practise (except Mr Rumble’s). 
The acting and spoken parts are growing in confidence and the dancers are inspir-
ing! Be sure to get a ticket. 

News from Year 1 
This week we have been learning lots of interesting facts 
about Grace Darling. Did you know Grace lived in a light-
house? We learned about how she saved 9 people in a 
storm and acted out the story in groups.  
 
In maths we have been learning about length and measur-
ing. Practising with lots of objects around the classroom in 
non standard units. We measured our feet in cubes and com-
pared with our friends to see who had the shortest and long-
est.  
 
In art, we looked at the art-
ist Laura Wall and dis-
cussed what we liked and 
disliked about her work. We 
used pencils to sketch our 
own versions of her art-
work.  

PE Kits in school 
 
Please can we ask that all PE kits are kept at school throughout the term 
time. If they are taken home on Fridays, please could they be returned on 
Mondays. PE days are often changed to suit the timetable and act as 
spare clothes when there are accidents or they get wet in play times. PE 
kits should consist of a white T shirt, black plimsolls (trainers for older chil-
dren) and blue shorts / skirts.  
Thank you for your support. 



KS2: Monday 10th February—Wednesday 12th February  

3HW 3RD 3NB 3JP 4AP 4CP 4BG 

96.2% 98.5% 97.2% 92.6% 98.0% 85.8% 96.9% 
 

5TH 5MR 5NM 6AG 6JM 6LC 6VP 

96.2% 98.7% 95.1% 95.3% 88.5% 98.5% 90.0% 

KS1: Monday 10th February—Wednesday 12th February  

RT RG RB 1VG 1RS 

92.7% 96.9% 92.8% 95.9% 89.1% 
 

1CH 2SS 2EM 2RM  

99.3% 93.3% 97.5% 96.0%  

ATTENDANCE   
Best attendance in EYFS & KS1 goes to 1CH with 99.3%.  

Best attendance in KS2 goes to 5MR with 98.7% .  
Overall Attendance this week was 94.7% 

Holiday penalties—Please be aware that if you take holiday during school term time you 
will be subject to a penalty fine. This is school policy for all holiday applications during 

school term time.  

Important Term Date 
 

 Friday 13th March—Wear sports clothes for Sports Relief (Donation on a £1) 

 Monday  16th & Tuesday 17th March—KS2 Parent Consultations 

 Wednesday 18th & Thursday 19th March—KS1 Parent Consultations 

 Thursday 26th March—Year 2 Science Museum Trip 

 Wednesday 1st April—Easter Cake Day 

 Friday 3rd April—Easter Service 2pm 

 Monday 6th—Friday 17th April—Easter Holidays 

 Thursday 23rd April—Year 1 Trip to Southend Pier 

 Thursday 7th May—VE Day Menu 

 Friday 19th June—Euro 2020 Menu (Find a sticker  to win prizes) 

 Monday 6th July—Reception trip to Marsh Farm  

 Wednesday 8th-Friday 10th July—Year 6 Residential Trip to ‘Little Canada’, Isle of Wight 

 Monday 13th—Friday 17h July—Olympics 2020 special menu week (Find a sticker to win) 

 Friday 17th July—Year 6 Leaver’s Disco (PFA) 

School Dinners 
Please be aware that it is school policy that all school dinners are paid for in advanced of the children or-
dering their meals. Each school meal is £2.20. All dinner monies can be topped up using either the School-
gateway App or via the website www.schoolgateway.com/login. Please always keep the 
school office updated with any changes to mobile numbers or email addresses as this will ef-
fect your ability to login.  

Toys in School 
Please be aware that we cannot allow children to bring toys into school. This causes unneces-
sary issues on the playground and the Midday Assistants have many toys the children can have 
access to on the playground. 
Please do not allow your children to bring toys into school, they will be confiscated and 
returned at the end of the day to go home.  
We are happy to receive any donation of toys for all the children at play times.  
Thank you for your support.  





Outdoor Learning Garden 
Please can we ask that all parents monitor their children in the play-
ground. It has been reported that several children have entered the gar-
den area and moved items around, which has made teaching in that area 
disappointing for the children who use it. Please respect the garden and 
keep children before and after school out of this area.  

 
At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) are: Mrs Bates & Mrs 
Dawson 
  
Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated staff who can deputise in the Head of 
School’s absence:  
  
Dr. Emmanuel (currently on maternity leave),  
Mr Bennett,  
Mrs Jarvis,  
Miss Caton,  
Mrs Mylam and  
Mrs Stevens (currently on maternity leave), is the EYFS Designated Lead. 
  
Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day.  
  
Worried about a child?  
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 
 · Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, 
Tel: 01375 652802.  
· Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468.  
· Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs im-
mediate protection.  
· Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; 
www.facebook.com/nspcc 

What is a mental health first aider?  
There are plenty of different types of support out there, and a Mental Health First Aider can help you access 
the support you need to feel better. Mental Health First Aiders are a point of contact if you, or someone you 
are concerned about, are experiencing a Mental Health issue or emotional distress. They are not therapists or 
psychiatrists but they can give you initial support and signpost you to appropriate help if required.  
 
East Tilbury’s Mental Health First Aider for parents and carers: Miss. R. Mills 
As a mental health first aider it is my job to identify the signs and symptoms of a range of mental health con-
ditions. Equipped with a strong understanding of the important factors affecting mental ill health, I am trained 
to provide Mental Health First Aid to someone experiencing a mental health issue or crisis. I 
will listen non-judgementally and hold supportive conversations, signposting you to further 
professional help where necessary.  
To book in an appointment to discuss your mental health, please contact me via email: 

mhfa.etp@osborne.coop 

PARENT COFFEE MORNING  
Friday 27th March 9.00 - 10.15  

  
The SENCo, Mrs Mylam, will be holding an informal drop in session for parents 
with children who have additional needs.  
  

You are welcome to attend and discuss your child’s needs with the SENCo or meet with other 
parents.  
  
Our Speech and Language Therapist will also be in attendance to provide advice on how you 
might support your child at home with their speech, language and communication needs.  
  
We look forward to seeing you 


