
 

East Tilbury Primary School & Nursery 

Princess Margaret Road, RM18 8SB         Tel:01375 846181       Website: http://easttilburyprimary.thurrock.sch.uk/ 

Newsletter 

 

Week 15      8th January 2016 

 

Message from Headteacher 
Happy New Year to you all, I do hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing Christmas. Thank you for all of the lovely cards 
and gifts sent into school, they were very much appreciated and enjoyed.  

The children have begun the new term with determination and zest, they were all keen to share their goals for this year 
and many have added their ideas to our Going for Goals display in school. This will be another very busy term particularly 
for Year Two and Six as they continue to prepare for their SATs in May. We will be holding SATs information meetings for 
these two year groups next week, Year Six on Monday 11th September at 6pm and Year Two on Tuesday 12th Septem-
ber at 6pm, please do join us if your child is in the relevant year group. Children are welcome to attend if you have no 
alternative provision.  

As some of you will be aware we had a very successful HMI visit in June 2015 during which the new school was celebrat-
ed for the progress it had made. We will be due a visit from Ofsted this year and I would encourage you to fill in the par-
ent view to give your views to Ofsted. This can be found on our website and is very quick to complete.  

Our Winnie the Pooh day last year was so successful that we will be repeating it this year, I believe we may have a very 
special visitor for Key Stage One all the way from The Hundred Acre Wood! I know the details of the menu have been 
sent out, but a further invitation will be sent out to the parent/carers of children in Reception, Year One and Year Two to 
join us for an afternoon of Winnie the Pooh focused activities.  

Unfortunately, there was an incident this week after school with one of our children and a dog that had been left tied to 
our perimeter fence near to the school gate. I am sure you will agree that we need to avoid any such further events and 
would ask that dogs are not left unsupervised and tied to the fence. The school remains a dog free zone.  
 

Reception news 
This week we introduced our new topic of Traditional Tales, we have focused on the story The Gingerbread Man.  We 
listened to the story and were able to join in with certain parts. We then thought about how the lady made the ginger-
bread man, we felt very sorry for the lady because the gingerbread man ran away. On Monday 
we made our own gingerbread men, following a recipe.  We got to take our gingerbread home to 
enjoy.  We then ordered pictures of making the gingerbread, and verbalised the instructions so 
others would know how to make them too. 
In maths, we have been learning the difference between 2D and 3D shapes, and then learning 
the names of 3D shapes, as well as finding and exploring them in the environment. 
In PE, we have started working on our ball skills, and we are very lucky to have people from West 
Ham Football Club to come and teach us! 
Our SEAL focus is ‘Going for Goals’, as part of this we have thought about what we would like to get better at this year, 
making it our target. 

Year 2 news 
Our first week back in Year 2 has been tricky! We were all feeling very sleepy until a surprise package arrived. We re-
ceived mysterious pictures in an envelope but the envelope did not contain a letter to say who it was from or where it 
was sent from. We used our detective hats to solve clues and work out where the package came from. Eventually, we 
worked out that it must of been sent from Africa. This has led our learning in English so far this term, we have used the 
pictures and settings in Africa to learn about different descriptive techniques. We have produced brilliant pieces of writ-
ing already! 
We have also started enquiring into a new Central Idea in our UOE lessons. We are using musicals as a vehicle to lead 
our enquiry. Next week we will be continuing to prepare for our SATs coming up in May. There is a SATs meeting for 
parents/carers on Tuesday 12th January at 6pm, to discuss the new format of the tests we will be taking and guidance 
on how to help prepare at home. 



Dates for your Diary 
Monday 11th January—Year 6 SATs Meeting 6.00pm 
Tuesday 12th January—Year 2 SATs Meeting 6.00pm 
Wednesday 20th January—4BG Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Thursday 21st January—Winnie the Pooh themed lunch, PM activities for EYFS & KS1 parents/carers 
Friday 22nd January—1EG Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Wednesday 27th January—Year 6 Visit to Chatham Dockyard 
Wednesday 3rd February—6CP Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Friday 5th February—RM Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Monday 8th February—Chinese Dragon Dance 
Monday 15th—Friday 19th February—HALF TERM 
Monday 22nd—Friday 26th February—Aspirations & Enterprise week 
Monday 29th February—Year 1 Visit to Tower of London 

Attendance 
Fabulous attendance by 4AS for the beginning of 2016 
with an amazing 100% !! Excellent stuff—well done 4AS. 
Well done to you all for a fantastic start to the year as our 
attendance has risen by .9% in comparison to the last 
week of 2015 and is 96.5% for this week—keep it up eve-
ryone!! 
Whole school attendance September 2015 to date has 
stayed at 95.9% currently but as most classes are improv-
ing it shouldn’t be long before we hit 96%. 

Primary School Admissions 2016 
If your child was born between 1

st
 September 2011 and 31

st
 

August 2012 you must apply for their reception school place 
between 2

nd
 November 2015 and 15

th
 January 2016.   

 
If you know of someone who has a child due to start in recep-
tion next September, please pass on this information or direct 
them to the newsletter on our website.  Any parent/carer who 
has not yet visited the school but would like to do so should 
contact the school office to arrange an appointment. 
 
We are happy to support parents/carers with the application 
process, please speak to the office staff if you need assistance 
with this. 

Badmington 
On Thursday 7th January four children in Year 6 were 

amongst those who attended the Thurrock Schools Bad-

minton tournament at William Edwards School. Team 

ETPS played superbly in the pool stages and only conced-

ed to Little Thurrock's A team which meant that they went 

through as runners up of their pool. They then went onto 

face Warren's A team where we won 3 out of 4 games to 

place us 3rd over all in the tournament. Little Thurrock's A 

and B team placed 1st and 2nd. Well done to Team ETPS. 

Winnie the Pooh lunch 
On Thursday 21st January we will be having 

our themed lunch—look out for a special visi-

tor!!  All children who have a school meal on 

this day will be entered into a prize draw.  

Activities for our Early Years and KS1 pupils 

with parents have been arranged for the af-

ternoon—please come along and have fun!!  

Mathematics 
In Year 4, children have been working 

collaboratively to solve problems in 

maths. They have been developing their 

mathematical language, justifying their 

choices and suggestions. They will be focusing more on 

how to select appropriate problem solving techniques for 

different challenges and how to work systematically. 

NIE Workshop 
Year 4 had a wonderful time yesterday 

during their NIE workshop based on 

William Shakespeare's Tempest, in 

preparation for their Spring Production. 

Here is an extract from the shared writ-

ing they created as part of the session: 

Dear Miranda, 

I am writing to you to tell you my feelings and encourage 

you...this is what I've wanted to do for many years; it's 

heartbreaking. I'm furious, curious, raging... Here I am, 

sitting in the middle of the ocean, in a rotten, manky old 

boat without any oars. Distraught. I am surround by dark-

ness and the smell of the sea... 


