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Week 5 9th October 2020 

Message from Deputy Head Teacher 
 
Whole school Nurture approach  
As I am sure you are all aware East Tilbury Primary School is well 
known for the Nurture provision that it has provided in the past. Unfortu-
nately due to the current circumstances we find ourselves in, where chil-
dren have to remain in their bubbles, we are unable to provide individual 
nurture groups. However it has given us an excellent opportunity to de-
velop a whole school nurture approach.  
 
I am sure your children have spoken to you about some of the lovely activities that they have 
been doing in their classrooms with their teachers and learning support assistants. This includes 
a reflective time, when children are able to discuss how they are feeling, worries and celebra-
tions, this is done whilst having a biscuit, which the school have been providing.  
 
We would like to continue to offer the biscuit but sadly it comes at a cost that the school will not 
be able to sustain long term. We have been liaising with our local Coop store and they have 
kindly offered to put a basket at the tills, for any parents or members of the community, who 
would like to donate a packet of digestive biscuits to the school to support this offer. They are 
also going to donate as much as they are able to. To kick off our fundraising we will be having a 
non-uniform day on Friday 16

th
 October, pupils will need to contribute a £1.  

 
We hope this will be a long term provision, which will grow and provide the best support for our 
young people’s mental health and well-being. Thank you as always for your ongoing support. 
 
Mrs C Dawson 
Deputy Head/ Head of Alternative provision 

News from Year 3 
This week Year 3 have been writing a persuasive advert to convince others to buy a new state of the art 
bike, or a luxurious getaway. The children identified the features of persuasive adverts within examples 
and then used this knowledge within their own writing. Some children even used rhetorical questions to 
really grab the attention of the reader. Currently, during the writing process, we are trying hard to work 
on both our horizontal and diagonal joins, as we begin to develop a cursive handwriting style. Ask your 
child to show you the letter joins that they have been working on this week.  
To strengthen our understanding of counting both forwards and backwards, Year 3 have been using 
number lines to track the steps needed to reach their answer. As part of our starters during each maths 
lesson, we have been learning our 3 times table. We are now beginning to feel more confident with 
missing number problems as we begin to use the number facts learnt to help us.  
In our History lesson this week, we learnt about where the Stone Age people settled. This was particu-
larly interesting as it showed us that early humans settled in more than one place and spread out from 
Africa to Europe. We looked at a map of the world to link in cross curricular skills with Geography and 
discussed the issues that many early humans faced due to the different climates that they came across.  

News from Year 4 
In 4th we have had an amazing start to the year. It has been great to have everyone back in school and 
working so hard. In the past weeks we have immersed ourselves in narrative writing. Firstly we explored 
ideas based around a cheeky biscuit thief who has been stalking the corridors in the year 4 area, with 
wild theories as to who the culprit is filtering through the whole year group. This week we created histori-
cal narratives involving a raid on our own Anglo-Saxon settlement, which gave some of us the opportuni-
ty to include some blood and guts in our writing. It has been a pleasure so far to see how the writing has 
evolved this year, and I look forward to seeing how it progresses throughout the rest of the year.  



KS2: Monday  5th October —Friday 9th October 

3JP 3RM 3NB 4NB 4CP 4TH 4BG 

94.9% 95.5% 91.9% 95.4% 98.2% 92.6% 94.9% 
 

5CH 5MR 5NM 6LC 6JM 6VP  

93.6% 94.4% 94.0% 92.7% 97.6% 92.7%  

KS1: Monday  5th October —Friday 9th October 

RT RG RB RP 1RD 

97.1% 94.3% 96.3% 95.6% 91.1% 
 

1SS 1CH 2EM 2VG 2RS 

96.5% 94.7% 95.7% 94.8% 95.6% 

ATTENDANCE   
Best attendance in EYFS & KS1 goes to RT with 97.1%.  

Best attendance in KS2 goes to 4CP with98.2% .  
Overall Attendance this week was 94.7% 

Holiday penalties—Please be aware that if you take holiday during 
school term time you will be subject to a penalty fine. This is school 

policy for all holiday applications during school term time.  

Important Term Date 
 

 Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 14th October—Parent Consultation Telephone 
calls 

 Half Term—Monday 19th October –Friday 30th October 
 December—Possible date  for Flu Immunisations (Letters for permissions to 

follow) 

School Dinners 
Please be aware that it is school policy that all school dinners are paid for in advanced of 
the children ordering their meals. Each school meal is £2.20. All dinner monies can be 
topped up using either the Schoolgateway App or via the website  
 
www.schoolgateway.com/login. Please always keep the school office updat-
ed with any changes to mobile numbers or email addresses as this will effect 
your ability to login.  

Attendance 
 
As we are sure you are aware, attendance for this academic year is now mandato-
ry.  Please report any absences via the normal procedure by contacting the school ab-
sence line before 9:00am.    
Our Wellbeing Team will support you with any concerns or queries you may 
have.  Please contact Mr Bennett, Assistant Headteacher or Mrs Gurnham, Attendance & 
Admissions Officer if you would like to discuss.  



 
At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) are: Mrs Bates & Mrs 
Dawson 
  
Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated staff who can deputise in the Head of 
School’s absence:  
  
Dr. Emmanuel, 
Mr Bennett,  
Mrs Jarvis,  
Miss Caton,  
Mrs Mylam and  
Mrs Stevens, is the EYFS Designated Lead. 
  
Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day.  
  
Worried about a child?  
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 
 · Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, 
Tel: 01375 652802.  
· Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468.  
· Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs im-
mediate protection.  
· Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; 
www.facebook.com/nspcc 

Water Bottles in Class 
Please can we ask that every child has a water bottle in class regardless of 
weather for them to access water during their time in class. Due to the new 
guidance regarding the Corona Virus we cannot allow pupils to use the water 
fountain.  

WhatsApp 
 

It has come to our attention that some children in Year 5 are using 
the social media platform WhatsApp in an inappropriate way, causing 
upset to other children. Please can you check your child’s phones 
and settings to ensure that they are staying safe online and not post-
ing comments that could cause upset to others. Please could you re-
mind them to be mindful of the impact these comments may have. 
 

 As a school we are going to have a focus in year 5 on sharing information on Social Me-
dia in the coming weeks. If you have any concerns around this or need any advice on 
this topic please contact Mrs Allen – Pupil Counsellor for further advice or a member of 
SLT. 



Secondary School Admissions Process  
As you may be aware Secondary admissions for 2021 are now 
open, below are the steps you will need to take to complete your 
child's application: 
 
• read secondary transfer information  
• attend schools' open days/evenings – most to be held online  
• complete a Thurrock admissions application – thurrock.gov.uk/
admissions  
• make sure you have submitted your application before the clos-
ing date of 31 October 2020 

E-Safety 
 
Social Media 
A vital role as educators and parents, is to make sure that the children in our care learn 
and are able to use the internet safely. Social media platforms, while appearing to be fun 
and light-hearted can have a negative impact on young people's (and adults for that mat-
ter) mental health. This is why the legal age of use for platforms like Instagram, tiktok and 
facebook is set at 13 years old.  We have dealt with a number of upset children over the 
last few weeks who have shared, or seen images that are not age appropriate. If you de-
cided to ignore the legal age of use and allow children to use these platforms, please be 
mindful of checking that privacy settings are set appropriately as often applications come 
with no privacy settings as default. Thank you for your support in this matter.  
 
'Deodorant challenge' 
It has come to our attention that a dangerous online challenge has become popular again 
on youtube. The challenge asks young people to see how long they can spray a specific 
part of their body (e.g. hand) without moving. As you can imagine this will cause damage 
and burning to the skin and is very dangerous.  We urge you to be vigilant with what your 
children are viewing on youtube and focus on enjoying the positive and fun content that is 
available. 
 
Andy Gowland 
East Tilbury Primary Deputy Head and Trust Consultant 

East Tilbury Library 
 

 Please keep 2 metres distance from staff and customers and use hand sanitiser on arrival and de-
parture.  

 

 It is recommended, where possible, one member per family unit to visit –
children under 12 remain the responsibility of their parents and toddlers must 
stay in their buggies.  

 

 Browsing time in the library is limited.  
 

 Please use self-service machines for all items and to pay outstanding charges.  
 
LIMITED SERVICE ARE AVAILABLE—PLEASE VISIT thurrock.gov.uk/libraries for 
more information 


