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Message from Senior Leadership Team 
Happy New Year and a warm welcome back to school. This term, we have been joined by two new members of staff who 
are here on long-term supply to cover 1CC (Mr Powell) and 2KJ (Mrs Patience). We hope they enjoy their time with us at  
East Tilbury Primary School & Nursery. 
 
Mrs Coates is recovering and hopes to return in the near future. She has missed us all and cannot wait to get back.  
 
Some of you will remember our previous Chair of Governors, Mr Ray Osborne, who worked very hard for the school for 
more than twenty years. Some of the staff attended the memorial service for Mr Osborne's wife who sadly passed away on 
Christmas Day and I am sure you will join us in sending our sincere condolences to him and his family. 
 
On a brighter note, the badminton team did very well in their tournament yesterday and we await with anticipation the 
dodge-ball results today.   

 
We are only one week into our new term and new year, yet Christmas 2014 already seems like a dis-
tant memory. Decorations are down and packed away, Christmas jumpers are washed and folded and 
classrooms have been transformed to reflect the new Units of Enquiry and other areas of learning for 
the coming term. 
 

We have a number of visits, visitors and workshops organised for next week’s Aspirations and Enterprise Week for children 

from Early Years to Year 6. Our visitors will bring with them a wealth of knowledge and experience, from historical excava-

tion, medicine, business, fund raising, politics, the Royal Opera House and much more. Children will use their workshops 

and other work from the week to create an enterprise product or service that will be available for you to purchase at Friday 

afternoon’s Enterprise Market. We are excited about the week to come and do hope that you are able to join us. 
 

Reception News 
This week in Reception, we have been 

settling back in after a lovely Christmas 

holiday. We discussed what we did and 

the lovely presents we were given.  

We have started our new topic for this half 

term, which is “Superheroes”. We are very 

excited to explore this through a range of 

activities. In English we have been talking 

about what we already know about super-

heroes; describing what they are like and 

the qualities that they would need. In 

Mathematics we have been recognising 

numbers and matching them with the 

same quantity of objects. We have been 

working really hard this week and are 

looking forward to the rest of the topic.   

Year 4 News 

To begin our Unit of Enquiry this week in  Year 4 we have 

started to learn about how different materials behave and 

interact and how these features determine the way they are 

used. We began by sorting images of different materials 

and objects. Some groups sorted them in pairs, such as 

metal and magnets. Other groups thought about whether 

the materials were hard or soft. After some research, many groups thought 

about sorting the materials into solids, liquids and gases.  

Also this week, in English we have  started to learn about persuasive writ-

ing. We have turned ourselves into estate agents and have been using per-

suasive techniques, such as rhetorical questions and emotive language, to 

sell the Tardis, The Three Little Pig’s house and Shrek’s swamp. 

Year 1 Work 
In Year 1 the children have been learning about Christianity.  Amy W, 1GS wrote “Jesus died on a cross.  
Christians go to church and sing songs to remember Jesus. 
 
In her non-fiction writing about the Tower of London, Emma R, 1CC wrote “The castle was used as a pris-
on, a palace, a treasury and even a zoo.” 
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Dates for your Diary 
Monday 5th January—new term begins 
Thursday 15th January—themed lunch, KS1 activities 
Friday 16th January—Enterprise Market 
Wednesday 21st January—4NM assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Friday 23rd January—1RJ assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Wednesday 28th January—6RM assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Thursday 29th January—Year 6 parents/carers SATs meeting 6.00pm 
Friday 30th January—2HM assembly—parents/carers welcome 

Celebrations and Achievements 
 
Fundraising for St. Luke’s Hospice 
 
Olivia P (1GS) and Ellie  P (5KF) wanted to do something for St Luke’s 
Hospice at Christmas. They decided to raise funds by carol singing and 
managed to raise £46.15. They didn't stop there, to say thank you to the 
nurses that work in the hospice they also gave them their Christmas 
chocolate because they felt that they needed them more. What an amaz-
ing demonstration of compassion, respect and responsibility. 
 

Winnie the Pooh Themed Lunch 
We will be holding a themed 
lunch on Thursday 15th Jan-
uary followed by Winnie the 
Pooh based activities for Re-

ception & KS1 parents/carers.  All chil-
dren who have a school meal on this 
day will be entered into a raffle which 
will be drawn in assembly.  Please 
check your child’s book bag for a leaf-
let which was sent home on Tuesday 
6th January. All children wishing to 
have a meal on this day must return 
the slip to book a lunch and enter 
the raffle.  

‘Take One Picture’ Project 
Throughout the week begin-
ning 9th February, East Tilbury 
Primary  School & Nurserywill 
be participating in Take One 
Picture, a project run by the 
National Gallery. We are look-
ing for any volunteers who are 
enthusiastic about art and de-
sign to come in and support us 
during this week. If this is 
something you would be inter-
ested in ,please speak to 
somebody in the office. All vol-
unteers welcome! 

Clubs 
This terms clubs will begin on Monday 12th 
January, text messages have been sent to 
parents/carers advising which clubs their 
child has been allocated a place in. 
 
There are still a few spaces available in the 
following clubs, if your child would like to 
take up one of these places please advise 
the office.   
 
KS1 Art  & Craft—8 spaces 
KS1 Tag Rugby—4 spaces 
KS1 Choir—1 space 
KS1 Cross Country (lunchtime) - 4 spaces 
KS2 French—3 spaces 
Year 3-4 Badminton (lunchtime) - 3 spaces 
Year 4 Chess (lunchtime) - 8 Spaces 
Year 5 & 6 Badminton (lunchtime) -  
2 spaces 
Year 3 & 5 Speedstacks—1 space 
Year 5 & 6 Rugby (lunchtime) 5 spaces 
Year 5 & 6 Netball (lunchtime) 9 spaces 
KS2 Dodgeball (lunchtime) 14 spaces 
KS2 Scrabble (lunchtime) - 9 spaces 
KS2 Tag Rugby—2 spaces 
KS2 Girls Football—4 Spaces 

Primary School Admissions 
 
If your child was born between 1 September 
2010 and 31 August 2011, you must apply 
for a reception school place for September 
2015.   
 
To apply for a place log onto 
www.thurrock.gov.uk, you will need an 
email address to create an account.  Appli-
cations must be made by 15th January 
2015. 
 
If you would like a paper form or support 
with completing your application, please ask 
at the school office.  

Communication 
Parents/Carers should have received a letter advising that the school is 
hoping to introduce a system that will enable us to email letters, newslet-
ters and other documentation.  In order for this to work we will need the 
email address of the main contact person.  We ask that the reply slip at 
the bottom of the letter is returned by Friday 16th January so that we can 
begin the process.   

Thurrock Marching Band 
Are you aged between 8 and 16?  Thurrock 
Marching Band are holding an open even-
ing on Monday 19th January, 7.00-8.30pm 
at William Edwards School.  The band is 
designed and run for youngsters to achieve 
great things and the current average age is 
11. 
 
All board members, instructors and support 
staff are CRB checked through the DBS 
system and all work on a voluntary basis 
dedicating their time and energy into devel-
oping the many talents of the youngsters of 
Thurrock and the surrounding areas.  
Please come along to the open evening to 
speak to the instructors, meet other par-
ents/carers and find our more about the 
band. 

 

 

Children from across the school 

have been thinking about goals as 

they learn about the new SEAL 

focus for the term, 'Going for 

Goals'. Here are some examples 

from Year 1. 

 

 

 

Going for Goals, by Kinsey L  
 

Open a new page in life 
Introduce a new challenge 
Never give up 
Give it a go even if you’re unsure 
 
Follow your destiny 
Organise your time 
Read more often 
 
Go achieve your goals 
Open the door to the new you 
Always believe in yourself 
Learn from your mistakes 
School is the best place for educa-
tion 


