
 

Newsletter 

 

Week 8 13th November 2020 

Message from the Senior Leadership Team 
 
It has been another eventful week in a remarkable term. Once again, the school commu-
nity has come together in whatever way we can to support people in need and 
to honour those who have made significant sacrifices for us in the past. Although we were 
not able to mark Remembrance in our traditional way out on the Memorial Park, children 
across the school made mementos, some of which have been hung as bunting on our 
school gates. We also paused our activities on 11

th
 November to have two minutes of si-

lence and reflection. Thank you for your messages of support and remembrance.  
Children and staff enjoyed dressing in Pudsey outfits and spotty clothing today to raise 
money for Children in Need. The process of collating the donations from across the 
school has been slightly longer due to added precautions we are taking, but our total for 
the money raised so far is £370. Thank you for your generous donations. We will share 
the final total next week.  
 
Thank you also for remembering to use face coverings wherever possible when on the 
school grounds during pupil drop off and pick up. It is important that we continue to work 
together to keep the children in our school and one another safe. 

News from Reception   

This week in Reception we have been focussing on the 
book, ‘Supertato’. The Evil Pea has been up to his tricks 
again and captured some poor vegetables. It is up to us 
to save them! The Evil Pea has set us writing challeng-
es to complete through the week, and once he was hap-
py that we had completed them to his satisfaction he 
released a vegetable. He has been checking that we 
have been using the sounds we have learned in phonics in our writing, iden-
tifying initial and last sounds, and writing our sounds using the correct for-
mation. We succeeded and managed to save all of the vegetables – hoo-
ray!  

Also, we have been doing lots of activities, inside and outside of the classroom, involving differ-
ent fruits and vegetables like, handprint fruit, designing our own super vegetables, writing shop-
ping lists to make vegetable soup, making sweetcorn and pea kebabs, and recording fruit and 

vegetables that we like and dislike. 

In maths, we have been learning about estimation. Ask us what the word 
means! We have been practising making accurate and reasonable esti-
mations and have participated in lots of 
practical activities to help us consolidate 
our learning. 
For topic, we talked about Remembrance 
Day. We learned that it happens on the 
same day every year. On Wednesday, we 
took part in a 2 minute silence at 11am to 
think about the soldiers who died fighting in 
the war to keep us safe.  



KS2: Monday  9th November—Friday 13th November 

3JP 3RM 3NB 4NB 4CP 4TH 4BG 

95.4% 93.2% 95.8% 94.2% 95% 93.5% 96.2% 
 

5CH 5MR 5NM 6LC 6JM 6VP  

97.0% 96.9% 95.7% 97.5% 96.5% 97.6%  

KS1: Monday  9th November—Friday 13th November 

RT RG RB RP 1RD 

98.2% 96.3% 94.3% 94.4% 93.5% 
 

1SS 1CH 2EM 2VG 2RS 

96.3% 94.5% 96.7% 97.5% 96.8% 

ATTENDANCE   
Best attendance in EYFS & KS1 goes to RT with 98.2%.  

Best attendance in KS2 goes to 6LC with 97.5% .  
Overall Attendance this week was 95.6% 

Holiday penalties—Please be aware that if you take holiday during 
school term time you will be subject to a penalty fine. This is school 

policy for all holiday applications during school term time.  

Important Term Date 
 

 Tuesday 10th December—Date  for Flu Immunisations  

 Friday 11th December—Christmas Jumper day (wear a Christmassy jumper for a £1 dona-
tion) 

 Friday 18th December—End of Autumn Term  

School Dinners 
Please be aware that it is school policy that all school dinners are paid for in advanced of 
the children ordering their meals. Each school meal is £2.20. All dinner monies can be 
topped up using either the Schoolgateway App or via the website  
 
www.schoolgateway.com/login. Please always keep the school office updat-
ed with any changes to mobile numbers or email addresses as this will effect 
your ability to login.  

Attendance 
 
As we are sure you are aware, attendance for this academic year is now mandato-
ry.  Please report any absences via the normal procedure by contacting the school ab-
sence line before 9:00am.    
Our Wellbeing Team will support you with any concerns or queries you may 
have.  Please contact Mr Bennett, Assistant Headteacher or Mrs Gurnham, Attendance & 
Admissions Officer if you would like to discuss.  



 
At East Tilbury Primary School our Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) are: Mrs Bates & Mrs 
Dawson 
  
Due to the size of the school, we have the following designated staff who can deputise in the Head of 
School’s absence:  
  
Dr. Emmanuel, 
Mr Bennett,  
Mrs Jarvis,  
Miss Caton,  
Mrs Mylam and  
Mrs Stevens, is the EYFS Designated Lead. 
  
Pupils can contact any of our Safeguarding Team during the school day.  
  
Worried about a child?  
You can phone or write to The MASH about your concerns. Phone immediately if you believe it is urgent. 
 · Thurrock MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding hub), Civic Offices, New Road, Grays, Essex, RM17 6SL, 
Tel: 01375 652802.  
· Emergency Duty Team (for out of hours) 01375 372468.  
· Police Child Abuse Investigation Team 01277 266822 or call 999 if you are concerned a child needs im-
mediate protection.  
· Childline 0800 11 11 www.childline.org.uk · NSPCC 0808 800 5000 www.nspcc.org.uk; 
www.facebook.com/nspcc 

Water Bottles in Class 
Please can we ask that every child has a water bottle in class regardless of 
weather for them to access water during their time in class. Due to the new 
guidance regarding the Corona Virus we cannot allow pupils to use the water 
fountain.  

Gate 7 entrance point - year 3 parents 
As of Monday 9th November, parents of year 3 will be allowed to enter gate 7 
from 8.45am in the morning for drop off and 2.45pm in the afternoon to collect your child. 
This is 5 minutes later than is currently the case. This is to reduce congestion of parents 
from other year groups needing to exit from that gate at 8.40pm and 2.40pm. The specific 
times that your child will be brought out of reception to the collection point remains the 
same: 2.45pm (3NB), 2.50pm (3RM) and 2.55pm (3JP). Thank you for your continued co
-operation and support.  
 

Andy Gowland 
East Tilbury Primary Deputy Head and Trust Consultant 

E-Safety 
Social Media 
A vital role as educators and parents, is to make sure that the children in our care learn and are able to use 
the internet safely. Social media platforms, while appearing to be fun and light-hearted can have a negative 
impact on young people's (and adults for that matter) mental health. This is why the legal age of use for 
platforms like Instagram, tiktok and facebook is set at 13 years old.  We have dealt with a number of upset 
children over the last few weeks who have shared, or seen images that are not age appropriate. If you de-
cided to ignore the legal age of use and allow children to use these platforms, please be mindful of check-
ing that privacy settings are set appropriately as often applications come with no privacy settings as default. 
Thank you for your support in this matter.  
 
'Deodorant challenge' 
It has come to our attention that a dangerous online challenge has become popular again on youtube. The 
challenge asks young people to see how long they can spray a specific part of their body (e.g. hand) with-
out moving. As you can imagine this will cause damage and burning to the skin and is very dangerous.  We 
urge you to be vigilant with what your children are viewing on youtube and focus on enjoying the positive 
and fun content that is available. 
Andy Gowland—East Tilbury Primary Deputy Head and Trust Consultant 



Birthday Sweets 
In the past it may have been common for children who had a birthday to bring in sweets 
for their class. In light of current restriction relating to minimising the spread of germs, I 
request that this doesn't happen on school grounds. Thank you for your continued sup-
port in helping us minimise the potential spread of germs.  
 
Christmas Cards 
The giving of Christmas cards has been a long-established tradition and this year we 
want to be able to continue that within school. However, due to the guidance around min-
imising potential germ transmission we will need to think carefully about how we manage 
the giving of cards in school. While we consider a safe system for this, please can I ask 
that children do not bring in any Christmas cards until we advise you on the system we 
will adopt.  
 
Thank you for your support and patience in this matter.  
 
Andy Gowland 
East Tilbury Primary Deputy Head and Trust Consultant 

News from Year 4 
In year 4 this week, we have been learning how to write a persuasive letter, after the 
year 4 team spotted a mysterious alien space ship and the classes wanted an alien to 
join as a member of their class.  

In history, we have been learning about the differ-
ent gods that the Anglo-Saxon’s worshiped and the 
children learnt how to write the names of the gods 
in runes. In maths, the children have been learning 
the different methods to convert units of measure 
based around length. 

Children in Need 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated to this 
charity today. The children really made an 
amazing effort in finding something spotty or 
wearing Children in Need clothing. We have 
had one of the highest days for attendance  
for the whole school at 97.5%.  
 
Having counted all the donations we raised 
as a school an amazing £370 and there is 
still money coming in. Thank you all for your 
support for this amazing charity who work 
closely with vulnerable children and families 
throughout the UK.  

East Tilbury Primary School & Nursery 
Princess Margaret Road, RM18 8SB   Tel:01375 846181    

Website: http:/easttilburyprimary.thurrock.sch.uk/ 


