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Message from Mrs Coates 
It has been a very sad week for everyone at East Tilbury Primary School & Nursery with the very sudden death of a year 
four child, Samual Meads, who died on Wednesday 11th March 2015. 
 
The death of a child is so tragic, and has such a deep impact on everyone in that child’s life, that there are literally no words 
that can bring consolation or peace to the surviving loved ones or those that knew them. I led an assembly on Thursday for 
the Key Stage Two children and for the staff that had worked with Sam during his years at East Tilbury Infant as well as the 
new primary school. We were joined by Canon Paul who led the school in quiet reflection and prayer as we all remembered 
Sam in our own way. 
 
We have met with Lukes Counselling Service (St. Luke’s Hospice) who offer support for schools when a tragic event occurs, 
they support the children in dealing with the many potential emotions that they might be experiencing. I am sure their sup-
port will help the children as they continue to readjust following this very sad time.  
 
I am sure you will all join me in sending our deepest sympathies to the whole family and as a community support them in 
any way we are able. The funds raised from today, the Take One Picture exhibition and the sale of the Mothers’ Day flowers, 
will be donated to the Young Diabetics Association, the family’s choice of charity in memory of Samual.  
 
Warm Regards 
 
Mrs Coates 

Reception News 
 
This week in Reception we have been continuing to learn 
about animals.  On Thursday we visited the local library, 
the children really enjoyed exploring the library and look-
ing at all of the fantastic books.  In literacy this week we 
read the story Dear Zoo.  We looked at writing a letter and 
all wrote to the farm that we are visiting next week.  We 
are all very excited to visit the farm and see all of the ani-
mals!   
 
This week in maths we have been looking at money, we 
have done lots of exploring with money and have been 
using lots of fantastic language related to money.  As a 
school this week we have been celebrating Common-
wealth day.  We spoke about what the Commonwealth is 
and what it is to be a good citizen.  Each class has learnt 
about a country in the Commonwealth and then on Thurs-
day we went and looked at the work that children have 
been doing in other classes.. 

Year 4 News 
 
Year 4 have been very busy this week rehearsing for the up-
coming Spring Production. We have also greatly enjoyed 
learning about Commonwealth day and the values of the 
Commonwealth, such as respect, friendship and diversity. 
Our chosen country was the Bahamas and it was very inter-
esting learning not only about the islands as a holiday desti-
nation, but also about the people of the Bahamas, their cul-
ture and their daily life. The children came up with a fantastic 
catch phrase for their persuasive adverts: “Come and try the 
brilliant Bahama bananas!” 
 
Later on in the week the children got the opportunity to ex-
plore other year groups’ work and learn about the other coun-
tries in the Commonwealth. Year 4 have also been exploring 
China through their latest English unit ‘stories from other cul-
tures’. The children have explored the traditional ballad of 
Mulan and have thrown themselves into researching the an-
cient history of China, as well as writing their own version of 
Mulan’s adventures.  
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Dates for your Diary 
Wednesday 18th March—3HS class assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Wednesday 18th March—Year 2 Trip, Lion King  
Friday 20th March—Year 4 visit to the National Gallery 
Tuesday 24th March—Year 4 & 5 Spring Concert 
Wednesday 25th March—Year 4 & 5 Spring Concert 
Thursday 26th March—Year 2 parents in school, craft activities 
Friday 27th March—End of term 
Monday 13th April—New term begins 

Celebrations and Achievements 
 
The following children all received a Star Award certificate in school: 
KS1 
RC—Alex K, RG—Brianne B, RM—Oliver O, 1RJ—Isabelle F, 1GS—Ryan H, 2HM—Grace S 
 
KS2 
3FS—Amelia D, 3HS—Roxanne O, 3SO—Luke B, 4NM—Morgan S, 4TL—Grace S, 4SM—Billy D, 5DC—Woody W, 

5AA—Alana D, 5KF—Ruby L, 6LC—Ellie R-S, 6JD—Lewis H, 6RM—Toni O 

 

Attendance 
Huge congratulations go to the youngest children in the school,  well done to AM nursery who had 100% attendance in 
school last week.  The overall school attendance was 95.5% . 

Team Trials 

During lunchtime on Wednesday 18th and Friday 20th March, 

Miss Taylor and Mr Rumble will be holding trials for the Year 5 

and 6 Rounders and Cricket teams.  Wednesday will be the 

Year 5 and 6 Rounders trial, and Friday will be the Year 5 and 6 

Kwik Cricket trial. Both teams are mixed boys and girls. If your 

child is successful they will receive a slip signed by Miss Taylor. 

If your child is not successful they will be able to sign up to the 

lunchtime Year 5 and 6 striking and fielding club, this will be on 

a first come first served basis. If your child is selected but does 

not wish to take part in the team after school club, please notify 

the office as soon as possible. Thank you, Miss Taylor 

School Website 

What does your child say when you ask what they have done to 

day at school? Take a look at our website at the ETP blog sec-

tion and you will see.  We are also beginning to develop class 

pages, Year 6 are leading the way!  Our website can be found 

by typing http://easttilburyprimary.thurrock.sch.uk/ 

Club Cancellation 
 
There will be no girls foot-
ball club on Monday 16th 
March as the girls have a 
match at Arthur Bugler 
 

A reminder that clubs for the spring 
term finish on Friday 20th March.  Let-
ters for next term will be sent home in 
due course. 

Year 6 SATs 
The children in Year 6 are working really hard prepar-

ing for their SATs in May. They will undertake assess-

ments in Reading, Writing, Maths, Mental Maths, 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. The tests begin 

on May 11
th
 – it is essential as we start to fully imple-

ment our revision programme that all Year 6 pupils 

have 100% attendance.  

The Big Pedal 
The second week of the Big Pedal 
2015 has been completed, and with 
only 5 more days to go, East Til-
bury Primary School & Nursery are 
currently sitting in 1st place in Thur-
rock closely followed by St Mary’s 
in 2nd place, and Woodside in 3rd 

place. The rankings have been up and down all week, 
at the beginning of the week we were sitting in 5th 
place, and as the week has progressed we have man-
aged to get back up into 1st. The winning primary 
school will be treated to a visit from Team MGP, the 
best scooter display team in the UK. This is  breath-
taking demonstration of scooter riding skills for the 
whole school to see and enjoy.  
Go team ETPS! 

Performance Poetry and World Book Day 
On Wednesday, East Tilbury Pri-
mary entered the Thurrock Poetry 
Heats where 11 of our children 
represented the school in different 
categories. They had to perform a 
range of poems, using expression 
and theatrical performance to im-
press the judges! All of the chil-
dren learned their poems by heart 

and rehearsed solidly to demonstrate their skills. All of the chil-
dren put on a great performance. The competition was fierce 
but 6 Year 6 girls have been offered a place in the finals at the 
Civic Hall next week. All of the other children were runners up 
but should be proud of their efforts. 
 

Today, we are celebrating World Book Day.  The children have 

dressed to impress in costumes that range from the magical 

world of Harry Potter to Where’s Wally! The children have been 

writing about their favourite characters and describing them us-

ing amazing language. Well done to everyone for your efforts. 

Netball Team 
Well done to the girls netball team who won their match on 
Wednesday against Deneholm 5-2.  The girls all played 
really well, well done girls! 
 
 


