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Message from Headteacher 
 
The children have enjoyed their final week of the term and the Christmas performances were a wonderful opportunity for 
the children to showcase their hard work. I must say a huge thank you to all of the staff involved in working with the chil-
dren to create such magical and moving performances. Thank you to those parent/carers that took the time to give such 
positive comments about the performances; I have passed them on to the teachers involved. 
Thank you to the parents/carers that showed patience with us as we investigated the possibility of taking more adults and 
siblings into the hall to see the performances. I was so pleased to be able to amend our first decision.  This is not always 
possible, however on this occasion we were able to accommodate everyone. It was the positive and constructive com-
ments from some parent/carers that encouraged us to look into possible solutions. 
 
The children had a wonderful time at the Pantomime, along with their class parties they really have enjoyed this celebra-
tory last week of term. Our final whole school assembly together saw our first Bata Heritage Award presented to Lewis B 
in Year Six.  This is an award which recognises outstanding community spirit, which Lewis has demonstrated in his drive 
and ambition to improve the community in which he lives. The whole school congratulated Lewis and I am sure he will 
continue to challenge the Local Authority to improve the facilities for children in our local community. Well done Lewis, we 
are all very proud of you. 
 
The School Council from Key Stage 1 enjoyed making the Christingles for our service, Canon Paul led our blessing and 
the children all joined in with their celebration songs. We really have had a wonderful last week as we look forward to a 
well earned rest. 
 
I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a healthy new year. I look forward to seeing all of the children in 
January 2016! 

Year 5 News 
This half term Year 5’s central idea is ‘governments make decisions that have a lasting impact’.  We used this vehicle to 
enhance our learning about World War One.  We have been learning about a range of aspects of the war from censor-
ship to the gruelling daily lives of the solders. 
 
Year 5 have been working extremely hard to improve their music skills by learning how to play djembe drums. Djembe 
drums originated from West Africa and are played with bare hands.  Music was a crucial element during World War One.  
When solders were due to leave for war, the local towns would organise parades and farewell celebrations to wish the 
solders well.  Bands would play music to celebrate the bravery, courage and pride the solders had to fight for their coun-
try.  This was an effective call to gather, uniting all members of the community. 
 
Year 5 recently had their equity action afternoon.  During the afternoon the three classes rotated to share their drum-
ming skills with parents and carers.  The children performed in chorus as well as in solos to showcase their talent.  The 
afternoon was a great success as the children performed brilliantly and shared some of their school work with their fami-
lies.  All the children should be very proud of themselves. 

1AA news 
We are excitedly preparing for Christmas by practising for our Christmas production.  Our learning has taken on a festive 
theme too. 
 
In English we have written a letter to Santa Claus to tell him how good we have been this year.  We also wrote a list of 
presents we would like.  Then we created paper snowflakes using written instructions. 
 
In maths we learnt about different coins that we can use to buy presents for our friends and family. 



Dates for your Diary 
Friday 18th December—INSET Day School closed 
Monday 4th January school returns 
Wednesday 20th January—4BG Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Thursday 21st January—Winnie the Pooh themed lunch, PM activities for EYFS & KS1 parents/carers 
Friday 22nd January—1EG Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Wednesday 27th January—Year 6 Visit to Chatham Dockyard 
Wednesday 3rd February—6CP Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Friday 5th February—RM Class Assembly—parents/carers welcome 
Monday 8th February—Chinese Dragon Dance 
Monday 15th—Friday 19th February—HALF TERM 
Monday 22nd—Friday 26th February—Aspirations & Enterprise week 
Monday 29th February—Year 1 Visit to Tower of London 

Aspirations and Enterprise 
If you or (somebody you know) are able to offer any expertise 
during our Aspirations and Enterprise week from Monday 22nd 
to Friday 26th February 2016, please contact Dr Emmanuel via 
the school office, thank you. 

Celebrations & Achievements 
Star of the week awards were; 
Lucas W—4AS, Luke B—4BG, Chay D—
4SM, Daria V—5AF, Tilly B—5JR, Lilah 
O’B—5KF, Kian Da S—6CP, Ella W—6LC 
and Daniel S—6RM 
 
Attendance 
Fabulous attendance by 6CP with an amazing 100% to 
finish off the term!! Excellent stuff—well done everyone. 
 
Our overall weekly attendance has dropped by .5% for last 
week and was 95.6% - well done everyone!!  Lets see 
what we can achieve for next term. 
Whole school attendance September 2015 to date has 
stayed at 95.9% - 0.1% away from 96%; well done to you 
all for your great attendance. 
  
100% 
We have over 150 children that achieved 100% for the 
autumn term—their Bronze certificates will be prepared 
and given out in January and names listed in a newsletter. 
 

E-safety 
Many children and adults will be receiving smart phones, tab-
lets, laptops and computers for Christmas; does everyone in 
your family know how to stay safe on-line? 
We talk about e-safety in school; it is really important that stay-

ing safe on-line is also discussed at home.  Here are some 

websites for you to look at as a family; www.kidsmart.org.uk, 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk, www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-

safety/staying-safe-online/ and www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-

abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/. 

Emergency Closures 
So far we have had a very mild winter but we need 
to be prepared in the event of snow.  Please en-
sure that the school has your current mobile num-
ber as the texting service will be used to inform 
parents/carers of any emergency closures. 
We will also inform Essex Heart and BBC Radio Essex as well 
as updating our website.  This does not mean that the school 
will close if it snows, Mr Dunne will assess the site and liaise 
with Mrs Coates regarding the safety of the school premises 
before a decision is made. 

Message from Mrs Russo 
Please make sure your child’s PE kit is returned to school 
when we return to school on 4th January as lessons will be 
going ahead as usual. 
You may also want to include your child’s winter kit of a jumper 
and jogging bottoms in case the weather turns colder. 

Primary School Admissions 2016 
If your child was born between 1

st
 September 2011 and 

31
st
 August 2012 you must apply for their reception school 

place between 2
nd

 November 2015 and 15
th
 January 2016.  

Applications received after the closing date are treated as 
late applications, this means there will be far less chance 
of your child being offered a place at the school of your 
choice.  Applications can be made online through Thurrock 
council by creating an account.  Parents/carers applying 
this way will receive an email acknowledgement of the 
application and will also be able to check which school 
place has been offered from 18th April 2016. 
 
If you know of someone who has a child due to start in 
reception next September, please pass on this information 
or direct them to the newsletter on our website.  Any 
parent/carer who has not yet visited the school but would 
like to do so should contact the school office to arrange an 
appointment. 

Clubs 
Due to unforeseen circumstances 
Miss Foley will not be able to run 
the EYFS Story club on Monday’s 
next term. 

PFA 
Save the date!! The PFA will be holding a quiz night on Friday 
29th January 2016 at 7.30pm in the Linford Village Hall, Lower 
Crescent; arrive at 7.15pm for a prompt start. 
Teams to consist of up to 8 members with an entrance fee of 
£3.50 per person. 
Please note this is an adult only event and children will not be 
permitted. 
A letter will be sent out after Christmas with further details. 

Club news 
After school club notification will be sent by text on our 
return; Monday 4th January 2016. 


