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Week 26        27th March 2015 

 

Message from Chair of Governors 
Sam Meads’ sad and untimely death cast a huge shadow over the school recently and his funeral will be a reminder not on-
ly of the tragic loss to his family, but how keenly his loss is felt by staff and children at the school and in the community at 
large. I’m really proud of how the school has responded and I’d like to pay tribute to Mrs Coates and her staff and my fellow 
governor Canon Paul Robinson for the thoughtful and compassionate way they led the school in the time after Sam passed 
away. 
 
Mrs Coates herself has had to undergo a series of operations which have prevented her giving as much time as she would 
have liked to the school, but her senior leaders Mrs Bates, Mrs Dawson and Dr Emmanuel, along with all the other staff 
have stepped up and the school has continued to improve rapidly since the OFSTED inspection last year rated the school 
as requiring improvement. By every measure, children’s progress and achievement in reading, writing and maths is much 
better, overall attendance is better than ever, the success of both the Christmas production and this week’s production of 
Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’, Year 6 winning the recent ‘Thurrock  Sumdog Competition’ – with Year 5 run-
ners up, Year 6 girls winning the poetry competition, the participation in the National Gallery’s ‘Take One Picture’ scheme for 
Primary Schools, successes of our sports teams and the Big Pedal are all achievements that we all need to be proud of. 
 
The school has also taken on a new look at the front in the past year with the new reception area, car parking, and fences 
presenting a much neater and cleaner  prospect, and planned changes to the internal layout of the school over Easter will 
provide a new Sensory Room. 
 
I’d also like to thank the PFA for organising the very successful Easter egg hunt this week, they continue to raise funds for 
the school as well as helping to bring parents and staff together for the future well-being of the school. 
 
We’re glad to welcome Debbie Walsh back as an LSA at the school, along with another new colleague, Shannon Clout, and 
wish Mrs Ahmed well when she goes off on maternity leave in June. I’d also like to welcome Sarah Hamilton and Jade 
Rhoden to the permanent staff of the school from July, and congratulate Nicole Martin on her appointment as an HLTA. 
 
The enthusiasm and enjoyment demonstrated by pupils at the school is testament to both the passion and dedication of the 
staff and the support from parents at home. Educating children is very much a team effort between the school and home, 
and I’d like to wish everyone in the team a Happy Easter break and plenty of chocolate!  

Year 3 News 
It has been a busy half term in Year 3 and this week has been no different! Thankfully, we’ve been enjoy-

ing some very fun areas of learning in all of our lessons! In English, Year 3 have continued their work on 

the book ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ and have been working hard at writing their own Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory play scripts. We have had some fantastic scripts produced and some even 

better dramatic interpretations of the characters!  In maths, the children have been learning about volume 

and capacity, which has been extremely enjoyable and allowed for lots of practical lessons. The children were asked by Mr 

Wonka himself to create their own ‘fizzy pop’ drinks for his factory and luckily there were only a few minor spills! For this, the 

children were given different ingredients and had to decide the quantity of each that they would use to make their 500ml 

drinks.  In Unit of Enquiry the children have been designing, writing a report about and building their own Fair Trade village 

using junk modelling. The children really enjoyed this and showed a lot of thought and consideration as to how the lives of 

many farmers and factory workers are improved by the existence of Fair Trade. Overall, the children have worked really 

hard and have enjoyed this half term! 

Year 6 News 
As part of our exploration into the Shang dynasty, Year 6 have created Taoitie masks. Taotie is a motif com-

monly found on Chinese ritual bronze vessels. The children used clay to mould the expressions and learnt 

techniques for joining.  

 

As well as this, the children have continued working incredibly hard in preparation for their SATs and all Year 

6 pupils will be bringing English and Maths SATs revision work home for the Easter Holiday.  
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Dates for your Diary 
Monday 13th April—New term begins 
Thursday 16th April—Parent Coffee Morning 
Thursday 16th April—BATA Open day at East Tilbury Library—see 
our website for more information. 
Wednesday 22nd April—3SO assembly, parents/carers welcome 
Saturday 25th April—Year 5/6 High Five Netball 
Friday 1st May—Nursery Classes assembly—AM 9.30, PM 2.30 
Wednesday 6th May—4SM assembly, parents/carers welcome 

ROH—Dance Dynamic 
 

On Monday 23rd March, Miss Taylor and Mrs Willett took 22 chil-
dren to perform their ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ dance at the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden.  Over 30 schools from all 
over the country were involved in this project and were all there 
throughout the day sharing their dances. The children worked real-
ly hard on this dance dynamic project for this half term, and also 
performed alongside the actors and singers during the two Year 4 
and 5 spring production nights in school for parents and carers. 

Message from Miss Taylor 
Congratulations to the boy’s football team who won another match against Graham James Pri-
mary School on Thursday last week. They won 6-1 with goals scored by Riley 6RM, Tyler 5KF 
and Nathan 6JD.  Well done boys! 
 
East Tilbury Primary School & Nursery are one of the first schools in Thurrock to be awarded 
with the KS1 Physical Education and Activity Mark. This is the first year children in KS1 have 
been recognised for their participation and excellence in Physical Education.  Twenty two prima-
ry schools across Essex have been awarded this mark, and we are one of them. An awards cer-
emony will take place after Easter, where Mrs Coates, Miss Taylor and two KS1 pupils will attend 
to receive this award.  We are extremely proud here at East Tilbury Primary School & Nursery, of 
the participation in sport over both key stages. 

 
Proctor and Gamble give away FREE Wilson Tennis Balls! 
 
Many thanks to Proctor and Gamble and to Mrs Brown, who put our school forward to receive free tennis 
balls for our summer term PE curriculum. The tennis balls will be used during PE lessons for both key 
stages, inter house competitions, and extra curricular clubs during lunchtimes and after school.  

Year 4/5 Spring Production 
This week the children in Year 4 and 5 had the opportunity to perform their much anticipated interpretation of William 
Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. These performances were received brilliantly by the audiences that attended 
and the great attitude and professionalism of the children could be seen within their delivery. A special thanks to all those 
that attended, the Royal Opera House for their support with props and all teachers and LSA’s that were involved in making 
the performances so successful. We can’t wait to bring Shakespeare’s plays to East Tilbury again soon! 
 
Ethan P (4NM) review of the performance: 
 
On Tuesday 24

th
 March 2015, Year4 and 5 children led an enthralling interpretation of Shakespeare’s incredible play ‘A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream’. 
 
This outstanding production began in Duke Theseus’s palace. When an argument suddenly erupted about who Hermia 
should marry. The problem was Helena loved De-
metrius, who loved Hermia. Luckily for a conclu-
sion, it ended with the couples Helena and Demetri-
us, and Lysander and Hermia. 
 
In the woods a mischievous henchman named 
Puck messed with love and made Lysander love 
Helena with a potion. To make Oberon happy, Puck 
gave Bottom a donkey’s head (which was very fun-
ny). Luckily Oberon made things go back to normal. 
 
It was a great performance and the children project-
ed their voices really well. I particularly enjoyed when Bottom got a donkey’s head. Mr Griffiths said “this was an outstand-
ing performance and I have never seen anything like it before from a primary school”. We also had a news reporter from the 
Thurrock Enquirer come in to take pictures.  
 Attendance 

The whole school attendance for the Spring term was 

95.9% and our attendance for the school year so far is 

96.%  The class with the best attendance for the term 

is 5KF at 97.5% closely followed by 4NM and 5AA 

both with 97%.  Paul Griffiths said “As CEO of the 

Trust I would like to congratulate all the pupils and 

staff at ETP on their improvement in attendance to 

96%.” 

Reminders 

 Don’t forget you can now pay online for school 
meals , trips and swimming lessons. 

 School meals will increase to £2.00/day after the 
Easter holidays. 

 Please remind your children to have consideration 
for pedestrians when riding their bike or scooter to 
school.  We have been informed that a grandpar-
ent was hit by a scooter earlier this week. 

 Clubs for next term will start on Monday 20th April 
and will finish on Friday 10th July. 


