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This is the final Safeguarding Newsletter of the academic year, we have concentrated on issues that
have been raised during the year with some of our children and also local issues that have been in the
media. I hope you find the information informative and helpful in your continuous vigilance in safeguarding our children.
Mrs L Coates
Executive Headteacher

We have worked with the police to develop the children’s understanding of
safety on the railways this year. Unfortunately, we have had reported incidents of children on the
tracks and acting unsafely. As part of our last assembly the children were reminded to stay safe and not to access the crossing when the barrier is down.
Please take time to look at the website for further details.
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/communities/safety-in-the-community/level-crossing-safety/levelcrossings-for-pedestrians/

Remind your children: Always remember the 5 golden
railway rules.






Never climb over or through a fence by the side of the railway tracks.
Never climb on a bridge over the railway tracks.
Never play with a ball or any other toy on a railway station platform.
Never play with a kite or balloon near electric cables over the railway tracks.
Never throw stones at a train or put anything on the railway
tracks.

Always tell your parent or carer:


Where you are going to play
 How long you are going to be
 Who you are going to play with

Play Safe and Stay Safe
‘COUNTY LINES’

Children as young as 7 are being put in danger by criminals who are taking advantage of how innocent and inexperienced these young people are. Any child can be exploited, no matter their background.
Criminal exploitation is also known as 'county lines' and is when gangs and organised crime networks groom and
exploit children to sell drugs. Often these children are made to travel across counties, and they use dedicated mobile phone ‘lines’ to supply drugs.

How many young people are affected by 'county lines'?
No one really knows how many young people across the country are being forced to take part, but The Children’s
Commissioner estimates there are at least 46,000 children in England who are involved in gang activity. It is estimated that around 4,000 teenagers in London alone are being exploited through child criminal exploitation, or 'county
lines'.
How are children being exploited?
Criminals are deliberately targeting vulnerable children – those who are homeless, experiencing learning difficulties,
going through family breakdowns, struggling at school, living in care homes or trapped in poverty.
These criminals groom children into trafficking their drugs for them with promises of money, friendship and status.
Once they've been drawn in, these children are controlled using threats, violence and sexual abuse, leaving them
traumatised and living in fear.
What are the signs of criminal exploitation and county lines?
Returning home late, staying out all night or going missing
Being found in areas away from home
Being secretive about who they are talking to and where they are going
Unexplained absences from school
Unexplained money, phone(s), clothes or jewellery
Increasingly disruptive or aggressive behaviour
Using sexual, drug-related or violent language you wouldn’t expect them to know
Coming home with injuries or looking particularly dishevelled

Gangs in Thurrock
Thurrock has at least one local gang, as well as
known gang members – 'nominals' – or affiliates from
other boroughs, usually having been moved to local
accommodation by London authorities.

Thurrock has at least one local gang, as well as
known gang members – 'nominals' – or affiliates
from other boroughs, usually having been moved
to local accommodation by London authorities.

Please talk to your children about how to keep themselves safe and what to do if they are approached and feel unsafe at any time.
Parental controls are an important way to keep your child safe online.
Parental controls can be used to block upsetting or harmful content, control in-app purchases or manage how long
your child spends online. And the good news is parental controls are really easy to set up.
Innocent searches sometimes reveal not so innocent results. So if you’re worried about what your child is searching
for online, who they’re talking to or what they’re seeing, we can help.
It’s simple to get started. And, along with talking to your child regularly, using parental controls is one of the best
ways to help keep children safe online.

What are parental controls?

Parental controls are software and tools which you can install on phones or tablets, games consoles or laptops – and
even your home broadband.
You can also use them to help you block or filter the content your child sees when searching online. And familyfriendly public WiFi can help when you’re out and about.
Parental controls are also available to help you to:
plan what time of day your child can go online and how long for
stop them from downloading apps they're too young for
manage the content different members of the family can see.
So whatever your child is doing online, there’s a way that you can help keep them safe.

We wish you all a very safe and happy summer break and look forward to seeing you all in September.

