
 
 

 

 

Reading Challenges 

Sometimes children are faced with challenging 

texts. What suggestions might you give to help 

them explore and understand it? 

* highlight key words that they are unable to 

understand 

* suggest that they predict an alternative word - 

now place the new word in the sentence, does it 

make sense? 

* read the text surrounding the unfamiliar word 

to understand the context of the piece of 

writing 

* look up words you do not know together 

 



The Curriculum Domains 
 

 
 

What do we do in school? 

* Use a range of text types. This allows them to 

develop understanding of language, author's 

voice, style and purpose, and layout. 

*Teach skills independently and embed skills into 

all other activities that require reading. 

* Incorporate the use of pictures and film to 

enable children to improve their inference and 

prediction skills 

* Use texts as a stimulus for writing activities  



* Differentiate  questioning so children need to 

think more deeply about the text 

 

What can you do to help? 

* Encourage your child to read something 

everyday. 

* Take an interest - Tell me about the story so 

far. What is your favourite part? Why? What do 

you think will happen next? 

* Challenge their thoughts ie once they have 

made a prediction, ask whether there are any 

other possibilities 

* Challenge them to make comparisons ie Does 

Harry Potter remind you of a character from 

another book you have read? Why? 

* Read the book alongside your child - this will 

promote great discussion about character, plot, 

improving knowledge 

 

 

 

 

 



Types of writing 

 

 
 

What needs to be considered in a piece of 

writing? 

* layout/structure 

* punctuation 

* use of grammar 

* cohesion 

* purpose of writing is clear 

* writer's style 

* choice of language 

 

How can you help your child with writing? 

 

* Encourage your child to write for fun - keep a 

diary, write a blog, create a story, write a letter 



to a family member. Make sure they share it in 

school! 

* write together - show them it is enjoyable ie 

watch a film together, discuss it and write a 

review 

* encourage use of a thesaurus to improve 

vocabulary 

* correct inappropriate uses of grammar 

* if possible, let them use a computer to type - 

this will help with editing and making corrections 

 

 

 


